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Can DNA sequencing show

how snowdrops are related?

Why have we asked this question?

Bedford School started analysing the
evolutionary relationships between snowdrops
in 2024. We wanted to further the research
and add previously unknown links to the
phylogenetic tree through extraction

of chloroplast DNA of several snowdrop
species, an important but understudied genus
with both cultural and ecological significance.

What have we found out?

Our STEM partners at Rothamsted and
EMBL-EBI enabled us to sequence and
analyse our snowdrop DNA. The results
confirmed the links established earlier
and added data for one more species to
the phylogenetic tree.
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