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The Royal Society Journals Archive

Featuring full colour images of original peer-reviewed scientific articles 
from 1665 to 1996 the Royal Society Journals Archive provides a 
fascinating insight into the development of science.

Covering over 330 years of scientific 
publishing, the Royal Society Journals 
Archive comprises 45,883 articles 
including publications by prominent 
scientists such as Sir Issac Newton, 
Benjamin Franklin and Stephen Hawking.

The Royal Society Journals Archive 
contains some of the key moments in 
scientific history including:

•	 Isaac Newton’s invention of the 
reflecting telescope.

•	 Halley’s description of ‘his comet’  
in 1705.

•	 Benjamin Franklin’s celebrated account 
of his electrical kite experiment.

•	 Fascinating descriptions of how 
Captain James Cook preserved the 
health of his crew aboard the HMS 
Endeavour.

•	 Details of the double Helix of DNA  
by James Watson and Francis Crick  
in 1954.

•	 The first research paper published  
by Stephen Hawking.

Image: 
Reflecting telescope, invented  
by Sir Isaac Newton in 1671.
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Careful curated digitisation has  
resulted in a high-quality resource  
with added features:
•	 Comprehensive metadata for indexing 

and discoverability.

•	 �Annotations, illustrations and 
additional material captured from 
our original collections.

•	 �Image plates, maps, and end 
matter material.

•	 �Additional content not 
previously available.

•	 �MathML rendering of mathematical 
formulae to facilitate search.

Available as a one time, perpetual 
access purchase with no ongoing fees, 
the Journals Archive is an invaluable 
resource for researchers  
and history of science students.

To find out more, visit  
royalsociety.org/journal-collection

“�If all the books in the world, except the 
Philosophical Transactions, were to 
be destroyed, it is safe to say that the 
foundations of physical science would 
remain unshaken, and that the vast 
intellectual progress of the last two  
centuries would be largely, though 
incompletely, recorded.” 

Thomas Henry Huxley FRS, 1870

The equivalent of over 53 metres of shelf space

1,278 
volumes

45,883 
articles

Over 
740,000 

pages



Gap years from 1997

Looking for even more content? We have been publishing online  
since 1997, ensuring that our original content from these years is  
of high quality and fully searchable. 

Perpetual access to individual years of 
single journals from 1997 onwards are 
available for purchase. With the ability 
to purchase by year and by journal, 
gap years fit into available budgets and 
increase the amount of perpetual access 
content in library collections.

To find out more, contact  
sales@royalsociety.org

Journal title Year range

Philosophical 
Transactions A

1997 – present

Philosophical 
Transactions B

1997 – present

Proceedings A 1997 – present
Proceedings B 1997 – present
Biology Letters 2005 – present
Interface 2005 – present
Interface Focus 2011 – present
Notes and Records 1997 – present
Biographical 
Memoirs

1997 – present

Image: Wild type zebrafish 
embryo (2 days post-
fertilization), Embryos 
visualized with stereo 
microscope. Taken 
from Open Biology 
manuscript “Tyrosyl-DNA 
phosphodiesterase 1 (TDP1) 
and SPRTN protease 
repair histone 3 and 
topoisomerase 1 DNA–
protein cross-links in vivo” 
Popovic et al.
© Ivan Anticevic



Science in the making 

A free, digital platform with more than 30,000 items of archival  
material and 250,000 individual images related to the publication  
of the Society’s scientific journals. 

Drawing from every branch of science, 
the varied content includes reviews 
by Charles Darwin, correspondence 
from Isaac Newton, astronomical 
observations, electrical experiments, 
anatomical illustrations and more.

Science in the making dives back to 
1551 and allows users to discover how 
science was made, discussed, and 
shared since the very beginnings of  
its history.

To start your journey of discovery, visit  
makingscience.royalsociety.org

Images (Clockwise from top right):  
Portrait of Sir Issac Newton; Sacrum 
of the Iguanodon by Gideon Mantell; 
and Additional observations on the 
osteology of the Iguanodon and 
Hylæsaurus by Gideon Mantell.



For further information
The Royal Society 
6 – 9 Carlton House Terrace 
London SW1Y 5AG

T	 +44 20 7451 2500 
W	royalsociety.org

Founded in 1660, the Royal Society 
is the independent scientific academy 
of the UK, dedicated to promoting 
excellence in science
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The Royal Society 
The Royal Society is a self-governing Fellowship  
of many of the world’s most distinguished scientists 
drawn from all areas of science, engineering, and 
medicine. The Society’s fundamental purpose, as it 
has been since its foundation in 1660, is to recognise, 
promote, and support excellence in science and to 
encourage the development and use of science for  
the benefit of humanity. 

The Society’s strategic priorities emphasise its 
commitment to the highest quality science, to 
curiosity-driven research, and to the development 
and use of science for the benefit of society.  
These priorities are:  

•	 The Fellowship, Foreign Membership and beyond 

•	 Influencing 

•	 Research system and culture 

•	 Science and society 

•	 Corporate and governance 
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Illustrations from a  
letter to Sir Hans Sloane Bt, 
President of the Royal Society, 
from Dr Steigertahl FRS, giving  
an account of a “narhual” or 
“unicorn fish”, published in 1738.


