


WHO WE ARE 

Centre for Natural Material Innovation 
Department of Architecture, University of Cambridge 

Director: Dr Michael H. Ramage 

Department of  
Chemistry 

Department of  
Biochemistry 

Department of Applied Maths 
and Theoretical Physics  

Department of  
Engineering 

Donors 
The Leverhulme Trust 

Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council 
Interreg France (Channel) England – ERDF 

Centre for Digital Built Britain 

Industry Partners + Collaborators 
PLP Architecture • Smith and Wallwork Engineers 
Perkins + Will • Thornton Tomasetti 
Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners • Atelier One 
Waugh Thistleton Architects • Eckersley O’Callaghan Engineers 
Stora Enso 
Pollmeier BauBuche 
Margent Farm 
Moso International BV 



River Beech Tower, Chicago 
Architects: Perkins and Will 
Structural Engineer: Thornton Tomasetti 
Height: 243 m 

The Lodge, The Hague 
Architects: PLP Architecture, London 
Structural Engineers: Smith and Wallwork 
Height: 130 m 

Oakwood Timber Tower, London 
Architects: PLP Architecture, London 
Structural Engineers: Smith and Wallwork 
Height: 300 m 

TIMBER TOWERS OF TOMORROW 





Exhibit design evolution 

January 2019 February 

March 

April 





Testing ideas 
Cambridge Science Festival  
March 2019 





Final design model   
with notes 
Mid- April 2019 



Design + Build 



Fabrication 



Prototype +  
full test assembly 



Team  assembly = 31+ 
 
Core Team   13  
External Partners  4 
Volunteers   14 

Don’t account just for 
exhibition week! 
 
Packing, loading, unloading, 
unpacking before and after 
also count. 



Team briefing + Preparation 



Setting up at RS in 4 hrs  



Exhibition week! 



Exhibition week! 



Exhibition week! 



Soiree 



Final remarks 
 
- Do it yourself 
- Start early and persist: it takes time 
- Talk to your neighbour (at Uni and RS) 
- Oversubscribe: make large teams + backup 
- Prepare for the unexpected:  
press coverage, uncomfortable conversations,  
amazing connections beyond RSSE 
- Enjoy yourself 




