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The Summer Science Exhibition
is @ unique event

FROM OUR LAB TO YOUR HOME

Jon Wood, University of Birmingham

“It's one thing to do a lab tour
at an open day, but that is
hardly public engagement:
rich in dialogue and rewarding
to steer your research.”

Jon Wood, University
of Birmingham

The From our lab to your home exhibit
at the Summer Science Exhibition in
2026 introduced visitors to engineering
researchers who develop formulated
products we use every day, like
toothpaste, shampoo and chocolates.
From the engineering behind the
sensation of ice cream melting in the
mouth to testing shampoo recipes,

the exhibit showed the role of
formulation engineers in designing and
manufacturing these products.

One of the key team members of the
exhibit was Jon Wood, a professional
science communicator and Byrne
Outreach fellow at the University of
Birmingham’s School of Engineering.
Jon teamed with the lead exhibitors to
design the flow of the exhibit and support
more than two dozen early career
researchers, many of whom were taking
part in a public engagement activity for
the first time.

Involving early career researchers in
public engagement was the team’s key
motivation to take part in the Summer
Science Exhibition. Wood said, “Selfishly,
| want them to do my job for me. As part
of their programme, they are supposed to
do outreach and record it. Few give it the
attention it requires. It's one thing to do a
lab tour at an open day, but that is hardly
public engagement: rich in dialogue and
rewarding to steer your research.”

Designing the exhibit to make visitors
feel welcome was an important aspect
for Wood, who used creative banners

to divide the space into home and lab.
“The products we formulate are those
that exist in every home, so we had to
make it look like a home, not like a lab.

| photographed my sister’s living room
and kitchen to print on the home side of
the banners. We assigned the living room
as the onboarding area, where people
would get an introduction to formulation
engineering (something that doesn’t
even exist at undergraduate level) before
progressing through the rest of the
exhibit” By keeping the experiments and
props minimal, the team ensured that
conversation between visitors and the
researchers was the central interaction
and that, “at every point, the [early career
researchers] were the exhibit, not the
prop or demo.”

Reflecting on the success of the exhibit in
capacity building for public engagement,
Wood felt emotional. “One researcher has
since approached me with the desire to
explore more public engagement as she
approaches the end of her PhD, saying
that she wanted to do it before but felt
that, as English was her second language,
she lacked confidence previously.

Even those who self-selected did not
expect the confidence growth

and richness of conversations to be

had with these audiences. I no longer
struggle to get them to volunteer for
outreach opportunities.”



The Summer Science Exhibition
is a fantastic opportunity for
early career researchers

THE MATHEMATICS OF CANCER

Dr Paul Sweeney, University of Cambridge

“Itis a really good experience
and | think it’ll definitely stand
you out of the crowd when it
comes to applying for highly
competitive funding.”

Dr Paul Sweeney, University
of Cambridge
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The mathematics of cancer exhibit gave
Summer Science Exhibition visitors insight
into the complex structure of tumours,
which was brought to life through

games and 3D imagery. The underlying
research combines medical imaging and
computation to generate 3D models of
tumours, which enable further study and
research to improve drug delivery in
cancerous tumours.

Taking part in the Royal Society’s Summer
Science Exhibition was instrumental in Dr
Paul Sweeney’s career progression and
personal development, and in particular,
played a significant role in securing a recent
fellowship at the University of Cambridge.
“The Exhibition is a massive undertaking
but also a massive opportunity”, particularly
for early career researchers like Dr
Sweeney. It gives researchers a valuable
chance to gain a number of admin skills,
which are typically not encountered in a
research environment, such as project
management, leadership, contingency
planning and fundraising.

The Summer Science Exhibition is highly
selective and Dr Sweeney thinks this

“can only be of benefit to future grant or
fellowship applications.” The experience
is advantageous evidence of a successful
proposal as well as a highly sought-after
public engagement experience. “Itis a
really good experience and | think it’ll
definitely stand you out of the crowd when
it comes to applying for highly competitive
funding” added Dr Sweeney.

The Mathematics of Cancer exhibit

was developed and run by a team of
mathematicians, physicists, biologists

and engineers, many of whom were post-
doctoral researchers or PhD students.

“I think the event really highlighted the
importance of public engagement in
science for them, and sparked enthusiasm
for them to do this sort of thing again in the
future, whether it be volunteering to help
with other people’s exhibits or applying
themselves!” said Dr Sweeney.

“| think the unigue thing about the
Summer Science Exhibition is the sheer
diversity of people that you talk to.

During the day you could be talking to
teenagers on a school visit and then, later
that evening, be talking to Fellows of the
Royal Society.” Dr Sweeney particularly
enjoyed the Soirée evenings as they
were a “fantastic opportunity to network
with distinguished academics and other
guests at the pinnacle of their careers.”
Dr Sweeney thinks that the diversity of
visitors to the exhibition requires you to
learn how to pitch your research at a wide
variety of levels very quickly, and added
that this “certainly keeps you on your toes
and is what makes the Summer Science
Exhibition so exciting!”



The Summer Science Exhibition
strengthens interdisciplinary
collaborations

TIMBER TOWERS OF TOMORROW

Professor Michael Ramage, University of Cambridge

“[Being able to understand
the multifunctionality of wood
from] not just an engineering
properties or architectural
application perspective,

but how a biologist or plant
scientist looks at it has been
really valuable.”

Professor Michael Ramage,
University of Cambridge

Professor Michael Ramage and his

team exhibited their research on the
development of sustainable wood-based
alternatives for building at the Summer
Science Exhibition in 2019. Visitors explored
the science behind timber buildings at the
cellular level and the engineering involved
in designing and building the timber
skyscrapers of the future.

The research began as a collaboration
between the departments of architecture
and chemistry, but quickly grew and
expanded to culminate in the Exhibition
team comprising architects, engineers,
biochemists, chemists, physicists, plant
scientists, mathematicians and materials
scientists. Professor Ramage admitted
that working across such a broad range
of subjects did prove challenging to begin
with, as it took a while for the team to find
a “common language.” However, he added
that the experience has been highly
beneficial as it has enabled “a much better
understanding of how other disciplines
proceed in their research” and being

able to understand the multifunctionality
of wood from “not just an engineering
properties or architectural application
perspective, but how a biologist or

plant scientist looks at it has been really
valuable.” This has proved a long-term
benefit since the Exhibition and enabled
more effective collaboration across his
research team.

The team had existing collaborations with
practising architects and engineers from
firms based in London and Chicago, and
these partners were also involved in the
Exhibition. These collaborations were
crucial, not only in their kind donations of
architectural models and building materials
(wood, of coursel), but in providing valuable
feedback during the exhibit design process
and volunteering architects to take part
during the Exhibition week.

Professor Ramage was encouraged in his
research by “how receptive members of
the public were to very largescale timber
buildings” and remembers being asked

a host of great questions by visitors. He
noted that “everybody [on the team], myself
included, got tremendous experience and
benefits out of interacting with interested,
non-specialist members of the public and
school students. We all really enjoyed that
and | think we’re all probably better at
engaging with people now.”

The training provided by the Royal
Society was extremely valuable for the
Timber Towers of Tomorrow team, and
Professor Ramage felt that the process

of sharing the training outcomes with his
wider team worked very well in preparing
everyone for the Exhibition. He praised
the support from the Royal Society team
in that “anything and everything we had
questions about, somebody was ready
to help — even if there wasn’t an answer,
there was help with how to get an answer.”



The Summer Science Exhibition
iIs an investment for future
engagement events

TAKE A BITE OUT OF CLIMATE CHANGE

Professor Sarah Bridle, University of Manchester

“There’s an incredible buzz
and so many lightbulb
moments [from the visitors]
that give you a huge sense
of achievement, and really
makes you feel like you're
doing something useful.”

Professor Sarah Bridle,
University of Manchester

Professor Sarah Bridle is an astrophysicist
working on cosmology and, more recently,
has become interested in how we can
reduce greenhouse gas emissions

from our food choices. Her exhibit at

the Summer Science Exhibition in 2019
covered areas such as food production,
processing and consumer choices and
highlighted examples of innovations which
improve sustainability in these areas.
Being relatively new to the topic, one
beneficial outcome of the experience for
Professor Bridle was to create a network
across the UK and foster “team spirit
which has continued to this day.”

The effort that the team put into developing
their exhibit materials and resources

for the Summer Science Exhibition has
proved to be a great investment for other
events. A key member of their team, Dr
Alana Kluczkovski, recently took some of
the models, tools and materials she had
developed for the Exhibition to Bahia in
eastern Brazil and delivered a series of
workshops to teachers, in order to support
an ongoing sustainable school meals
project. The data and materials, previously
complied for the Exhibition, had great
impact in demonstrating how the schools’
efforts could help reduce climate change,
and are thought to have reached over
30,000 students. The team have also
employed their materials from the
Summer Science Exhibition at a wealth

of other events, schools and workshops
around the UK as well as in Myanmar,

The Gambia and India.

Professor Bridle has recently written a
book on her work, aimed at informing the
public about how food and diet choices
can impact climate change. A number of
the topics which form part of her book
were also key messages of the Take a
bite out of climate change exhibit and the
experience of explaining these concepts
to a wide-ranging audience at the
Exhibition was really helpful in her writing.
The Exhibition enabled her to work

out the existing level of understanding
amongst the public as well as getting a
sense of which facts people find most
interesting and how best to explain the
underlying scientific concepts. Professor
Bridle added that she made several
valuable contacts during the Exhibition
and Soirée evenings who were highly
enthusiastic about her research and

the book, and later, kindly wrote some
fantastic book endorsements for her.

Professor Bridle was first invited to the
Summer Science Exhibition as a Royal
Society University Research Fellow, and
was so in awe that she has wanted to
take part ever since. “It’s a lot of work but
it's a week you’re never going to forget!
There’s an incredible buzz and so many
lightbulb moments [from the visitors] that
give you a huge sense of achievement,
and really makes you feel like you're
doing something useful”



The Summer Science Exhibition
is a great team building opportunity

LIGHTING THE BRAIN AFTER BIRTH

Dr llias Tachtsidis, University College London

Lighting the
ain after birth

“[The nurses] really feel
engaged and involved with
the research, rather than
[feeling as if they were acting]
in a supportive role.”

Dr llias Tachtsidis,
University College London

Dr llias Tachtsidis leads a team of
engineers, scientists and clinical staff

in the research and development of a
novel light-based techniques to enable
cot-side diagnosis and monitoring of
brain injury in newborn babies. In 2019,
he set up a mock neonatal intensive care
unit at the Summer Science Exhibition

to demonstrate this technology and its
importance in the treatment of premature
babies to the public.

Dr Tachtsidis’ research depends heavily
on a team of clinicians at University
College Hospital and he was very keen to
involve these colleagues in the Exhibition,
alongside the physicists and engineers
who developed the technology. He
believes that giving visitors the chance to
engage with doctors and nurses as well as
scientific researchers during the Exhibition
brought a unique element to his exhibit.

Dr Tachtsidis thinks that the Exhibition
provides a great opportunity for

team building, and especially for his
interdisciplinary team, as it provided a rare
chance to all come together and work in
one environment, as in their day-to-day
research, the team are split between the

hospital and their labs on the UCL campus.

The group really enjoyed the experience
and “it was very important for the research
and the whole team.”

Dr Tachtsidis added that the Exhibition was
a valuable extracurricular and professional
development opportunity for the clinical
staff involved in his research, and, in
particular, gave the nurses a chance to
“really feel engaged and involved with

the research, rather than [feeling as if they
were acting] in a supportive role.” He also
felt it was very important that the younger
generation, namely his PhD students, were
heavily involved in delivering the exhibit
and he encouraged them to take the

lead in engaging with the visitors during
Exhibition week.

Taking part in the Summer Science
Exhibition was the pinnacle of a larger
public engagement project for Dr Tachtsidis
and his team, one which they built up to.
However, Dr Tachtsidis believes that the
central London location and breadth of the
audience really sets the Summer Science
Exhibition apart from the other events he
took part in. Through this experience, he
learnt that you have to be “very flexible to
address all the different age groups and
backgrounds [of the visitors]”

Dr Tachtsidis feels that the press coverage
he received around the Exhibition has
helped a lot more people understand what
his research is setting out to achieve. If
you are considering submitting a proposal,
he concluded that the Summer Science
Exhibition is an “excellent event to build
the dynamics of your team, to make your
team stronger and, importantly, to expose
your research.”



The Royal Society is a self-governing Fellowship
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