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This year we have focused on the excellent 
opportunity afforded by our 350th anniversary  
not only to promote the work of the Society  
but to raise the profile of science generally. 

Our ambition for our anniversary year and beyond is to lead 
efforts to ensure that UK science continues to flourish and 
is applied to the nation’s benefit. In November we formally 
launched our expanded Science Policy Centre, with a 
broad remit to address all areas of policy where scientific 
assessment plays a role.

One of the Policy Centre’s first major reports was published 
in March 2010, reviewing UK science and innovation policy 
and charting its future direction. The scientific century: 
securing our future prosperity, urges the UK government 
to put science and innovation at the heart of a long-term 
strategy for economic growth. It warns the UK faces fierce 
competitive challenge from countries which are investing  
at a scale we may struggle to match. 

Our international activities are wider and more diverse  
than ever. This year we extended our longstanding links  
with the US National Academy of Sciences, thanks to  
the generosity of Raymond and Beverly Sackler. The first 
Sackler Forum was held at the Society in December 2009  
on global food supplies. 

To extend the reach of our activities the Society has 
undertaken an extensive refurbishment of the Kavli Royal 
Society International Centre at Chicheley Hall, which is on 
schedule to open over the summer of 2010. The new Centre 
will enable the Society to have residential meetings and will 
be available for use by the Fellowship, the Society’s research 
appointees and the wider scientific community.

The Royal Society owes a debt of gratitude to all those  
who have contributed so generously to the 350th 
Anniversary Campaign’s target of £100 million which  
has now been raised. The Campaign continues however, 
now with three central tenets: raising money for Kavli  
Royal Society International Centre; securing financial  
support for the Enterprise Fund to encourage a culture  
of scientific entrepreneurship; and raising funds for our 
Science Policy Centre to support the work it carries out  
both nationally and internationally.

Throughout our 350th anniversary year, the Royal Society 
will not only be celebrating its proud history but looking to 
the future of science in the UK and in the rest of the world, 
as the great scientific questions that tested our predecessors 
are rapidly replaced by new and urgent scientific challenges. 
Our exciting nationwide programme of events and activities, 
many in conjunction with other scientific and cultural 
institutions, will inspire scientists, families, young people  
and interested members of the public alike to see further  
into science.

Martin Rees

8 July 2010

The centrepiece is the convocation of the whole Fellowship 
held only once every 50 years. This took place at the Royal 
Festival Hall in the presence of our Patron Her Majesty The 
Queen and our Royal Fellows, and the Society conferred 
Royal Fellowship on Prince William. The whole event marked 
the opening of our Summer Science Exhibition and the See 
Further Festival of Science + Arts, the latter in cooperation 
with Southbank Centre. This is the first time the Society has 
organised such a major festival to celebrate science and it 
attracted crowds including school parties and families to 
Southbank to engage with cutting-edge science and take 
part in the many activities about science.

There are so many special events to report on this year.  
The opening of the Kavli Royal Society International Centre 
which now provides the Society with a residential centre 
to extend its scientific programme, the success of our 
fundraising campaign which achieved its target of £100m  
at the beginning of the year, the publication of a book edited 
by Bill Bryson on the Royal Society, the issue of a series of 
stamps celebrating past Fellows and the decision by the  
BBC to designate 2010 as their Year of Science. Two major 
new programmes of exhibitions and events: Local Heroes 
and Capital Science have engaged the support and 
enthusiasm of institutions small and large throughout the 
United Kingdom: the first time the Society has had major 
activities around Britain.

In January we were delighted to host one of the world’s 
largest scientific gatherings – the Inter Academy Panel, 
bringing together the national scientific academies of  
nearly 100 countries, who held their general assembly  
and a major conference on biodiversity at the Society.

President’s 
foreword

This has been a remarkable year for the Society, our 
350th, and we have mounted a major programme 
to inspire minds, young and old alike, with the 
excitement of scientific discovery.

Executive 
Secretary’s report 

The Society’s Enterprise Fund provides financial support 
through equity investment in start-up businesses based 
on outstanding science. We have made the first three 
investments from the Fund, including in a business whose 
research was previously funded by a Royal Society Brian 
Mercer Innovation Award.

Our series of discussion meetings on cutting-edge science 
has proved enormously popular backed up by anniversary 
editions of learned journals Philosophical Transactions A and 
Philosophical Transactions B. We have mounted a series 
of very popular lectures and discussions at Carlton House 
Terrace which has also seen the establishment of a new 
Centre for History of Science based around our unique 
archive and collections. It opened with an exhibition of  
the history of the Society in June. 

All this has been achieved in addition to our normal  
activities of fellowships and grants, policy reports,  
and increased activity in our education work, where  
we awarded over £119,300 to 56 schools as part of  
our Partnership Grants scheme. 

Finally, I should like to thank all those who have contributed 
to an enormously successful year for the Society, particularly 
the staff who have worked so hard, the Fellows who 
continue to support the Society in so many ways and our 
many friends and supporters in the scientific community  
and beyond. I am personally most grateful.

Stephen Cox

8 July 2010
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Figure from Newton’s 
‘Optiks’, Book 1, part 2,  
Plate IV, figure 16.  
© The Royal Society

revenue raised by Royal Society Publishing in 2009/10

£4m

total number of scientists supported under the Society’s 
University Research Fellowships

305

The Kavli Royal Society International Centre 
The Society has undertaken a major refurbishment of 
the Kavli Royal Society International Centre at Chicheley 
Hall, opening for events in June 2010. The Royal Society 
programme at the Kavli Royal Society International Centre 
will be an extension of the work that is carried out in London, 
enabling the Society to run residential meetings. It will be 
available for use by the Fellowship, the Society’s research 
appointees and the wider scientific community. The major 
component of the Royal Society funded events held at the 
Kavli Royal Society International Centre in 2010/11 will be 
the scientific programme (approximately 70%). The scientific 
programme will comprise of Royal Society Theo Murphy 
international scientific meetings, satellite meetings (which 
will follow discussion meetings at the Society’s London 
premises), Research Fellows International Scientific Seminars 
and training activities. National and international science 
policy activities, science education activities and training 
events will comprise the remaining 30%.
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Invest 
in future scientific leaders 
and in innovation

Through its research fellowships and funding programmes, 
the Royal Society works in partnership with universities and 
industry, within the UK and internationally, to support excellent 
scientists and invest in the future of UK science.

Wolfson Research Merit Awards
These fellowships are jointly funded by the Society and the 
Wolfson Foundation and offer salary enhancements for up to 
five years to attract or retain in the UK researchers with great 
potential or outstanding achievement. 44 awards were made 
in 2009/10, bringing the total number of scientists supported 
to 166.

Leverhulme Trust Senior Research Fellowships
Funded by the Leverhulme Trust, these fellowships provide 
opportunities for academic researchers to be relieved of all 
their teaching and administrative duties to concentrate on 
full-time research for up to one year. Seven Leverhulme Trust 
Senior Research Fellows were appointed in 2009/10. 

Training for Research Fellows
The Society offers a number of training programmes for its 
Research Fellows. One of the most popular is the ‘Innovation 
and the Business of Science’ course, developed by the 
Society (in partnership with Imperial College Business 
School). The programme is intended to help young scientists 
work effectively with industry and target their research to 
relevant markets. Three modules (Science and the Economy, 
Leadership and Entrepreneurship) are taught by business 
experts, scientists, entrepreneurs and industry heads with 
experience of transforming inventions into products. 59 Royal 
Society Research Fellows attended at least one module last 
year, together with 15 BBSRC David Philips Fellows. 

UK-based research fellowships
As of 31 March 2010 the Society was supporting the 
following UK-based research fellowships:

Research Professorships
These fellowships provide 10-15 years’ support for 
internationally recognised scientists of outstanding 
achievement and promise. A total of 20 Research  
Professors are supported and six new appointments  
were made in 2009/10.

University Research Fellowships
These fellowships provide up to eight years’ support to 
outstanding scientists with potential to become leaders  
in their field. 38 University Research Fellows were appointed 
from 1 October 2009, bringing the total number of scientists 
supported under this scheme to 305.

Dorothy Hodgkin Fellowships 
These fellowships provide up to four years’ support and 
offer a recognized first step into an independent research 
career for excellent scientists for whom career flexibility is 
essential. Ten Dorothy Hodgkin Fellows were appointed 
from 1 October 2009, bringing the total number of scientists 
supported under this scheme to 62.

Industry Fellowships
These fellowships are funded by the Royal Society, the 
Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council, the 
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council, 
the Natural Environment Research Council, Rolls-Royce plc 
and AstraZeneca. They support knowledge transfer between 
industry and academia. 12 Industry Fellows were appointed 
in 2009/10, bringing the total number of scientists supported 
under this scheme to 47.

Media training 
The Society’s Communication Skills and Media Training 
courses trained a total of 99 post-doctoral scientists (many  
of whom are Royal Society funded researchers) through 
twelve courses. The courses equipped participants to 
engage non-specialist audiences. 

Research grants
The Research Grants scheme provide ‘seed corn’ funding to 
enable young scientists to initiate new projects. 164 grants 
were awarded in 2009/10. 

Wolfson Laboratory Refurbishment Scheme
Funded by the Wolfson Foundation, this scheme aims to 
improve the existing physical infrastructure in UK universities. 
Following a consultation phase with Vice-Chancellors of UK 
universities and negotiations with the Wolfson Foundation, 
a new round of applications on the ‘reduction of carbon 
emissions’ will be opened next financial year.

Discussion meetings 
Royal Society discussion meetings are interdisciplinary 
international conferences on novel areas of science, 
engineering and technology. Leaders in the subject come 
from all over the world to present the latest advances  
and meetings are attended by up to 300 participants.  
The meetings are published in Philosophical Transactions 
of the Royal Society. During 2009/10, approximately  
3,700 participants registered to attend 12 two-day  
discussion meetings held on a variety of subjects including 
computing, human and floral evolution, science diplomacy 
and extra-terrestrial life.

Publishing cutting-edge scientific research 
In 2009/10 Royal Society Publishing continued to perform 
well in its strategic aims to publish high quality science, 
provide a first class service to authors and readers and 
deliver a financial surplus to the Society.

participants registered to take part in 12 Royal Society 
discussion meetings held on a variety of cutting-edge 
science subjects

3,700



Other Awards 
The Brian Mercer Awards provide support for researchers 
who wish to develop an already proven concept or prototype 
into a commercial product, or investigate the feasibility of 
commercialising their research. Awards are presented in the 
areas of the built environment, clean technology and energy, 
and nanoscience. One Innovation Award of up to £250,000  
is funded by the Royal Society through the Brian Mercer 
Trust and six Feasibility Awards (each worth £30,000) are 
funded by the Engineering and Physics Research Council 
(EPSRC). A further Feasibility Award is supported by the ERA 
foundation in the field of electro-technology. The next  
Mercer Awards will be decided in May 2010.

Enterprise Fund 
The Royal Society Enterprise Fund was launched in February 
2008 to provide financial support through equity investment 
in start-up businesses based on outstanding science. This 
year the first three investments were made – Novacem, a 
‘green’ cement company, Base4Innovation, a high-speed 
DNA sequencing company and Nano-porous solutions, an 
advanced gas filtration business. Nano-porous solutions is 
based on research partially funded by a Royal Society Brian 
Mercer Award for Innovation, awarded to Dr Semali Perera  
at Bath University.

There continues to be a good flow of business propositions 
based on outstanding science with commercial potential, 
while the advice from the Fellowship and wider community 
is invaluable to investment decisions. The recession has 
reduced the number of commercially run funds available to 
support high-risk, early-stage business propositions and the 
Enterprise Fund has an important role to play in encouraging 
the efficient translation of science into business.

After a successful start to the philanthropic fundraising 
campaign, the receipt of donations slowed last year, no 
doubt in part due to the recession. Almost £7m has been 
pledged to date and we remain committed to achieving our 
interim target of £20m to ensure the Enterprise Fund can 
become a sustainable activity.

Dr Nigel Cassidy, Industry Fellow 
Department of Earth Sciences and Geography,  
Keele University/Fugro Aperio: 
“My work involves the use of ground-penetrating radar 
(a sub-surface, electromagnetic imaging technique 
similar in principle to airborne radar) as a tool for locating 
and quantifying hidden, inaccessible problems within 
engineering structures and buried foundations. The radar 
allows us to identify problems such as the corrosion  
of concrete, leaking water and fuel pipes and fractured  
and collapsing sewers.”

Dr Carmel Toomes,University Research Fellow
Institute of Molecular Medicine, University of Leeds:
“Eye diseases are among the most common inherited 
human disorders and around one third of all genetic defects 
or syndromes involve the eye. My research aims to identify 
the genes underlying human blindness and explore the 
impact of genetic mutations on blood vessel development 
within the eye. Familial Exudative Vitreoretinopathy (known 
as FEVR) is an inherited blinding disorder caused by 
mutations in a number of different genes which result in 
the underdevelopment of blood vessels in the eye. The aim 
of my work is to identify the genes that cause this disease 
by analysing patterns of inheritance in DNA samples from 
members of FEVR families. “
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The Royal Society Pfizer Award was given to Dr Linda-Gail 
Bekker from the Desmond Tutu HIV Centre at the Institute  
of Infectious Disease and Molecular Medicine, UCT Faculty 
of Health Sciences in South Africa for her outstanding 
research into tuberculosis and HIV co-infections in Africa.

The Académie des sciences hosted the Royal Society  
and Académie des sciences Microsoft Award ceremony  
in Paris, where Dr Peer Bork (based at the European 
Molecular Biology Laboratory in Germany) was presented 
with the award. This recognised his innovative and  
extensive contributions to computational biology, as well  
as his outstanding contributions to computational analysis  
of protein domains and prediction of their function.

Copley Medal: Sir Martin Evans FRS

Royal Medals: Professor Chintamani Rao FRS, 
Professor Ronald Laskey FRS,  
Professor Christopher Dobson FRS

Davy Medal: Professor Jeremy Sanders FRS

Sylvester Medal: Professor Sir John Ball FRS

Gabor Medal: Professor Gregory Challis

The Royal Society Armourers and Brasiers Company Prize: 
Professor Anthony Kinloch FREng FRS

The Royal Society Kohn Award for Excellence in Engaging 
the Public with Science: Dr Lucie Green

Michael Faraday Prize: Professor Marcus du Sautoy

Rosalind Franklin Award: Professor Sunetra Gupta

The Royal Society Pfizer Award: Dr Linda-Gail Bekke

Royal Society Académie des sciences Microsoft Award:  
Dr Peer Bork

Every journal title increased on the previous year in the 2008 
impact factors. Online usage rose strongly again, total article 
downloads in 2009 were up 48% on 2008. Submissions 
increased by 26% compared to 2008, reflecting emphasis  
on author marketing, brand awareness, customer service  
and fast publication times. Output of published articles 
increased by 15%, to 1,823 articles in 2009.

Publishing passed the £4m revenue mark due to £200k  
of new business and continued demand for paid open 
access (more than 8% of all articles). Costs were held  
steady resulting in a total contribution of £2.3m,  
representing a surplus of £1.58m (35% of turnover).

Publishing Board has approved plans for the launch of 
Interface Focus which will be published as an independent 
journal for the first time in January 2011, under the Editorship 
of Professor Denis Noble FRS.

Awards, medals and prizes 
The Society’s premier medal, the Copley medal, was 
awarded to Sir Martin Evans FRS for his seminal work  
on embryonic stem cells in mice, which revolutionised  
the field of genetics.

Professor Linda Partridge DBE FRS (2009 prize) and 
Professor Donal Bradley CBE FRS (2010 prize) were awarded 
the Croonian and Bakerian lectureships respectively. 

Professor Marcus du Sautoy was awarded the 2009 Michael 
Faraday Prize in February 2010. Professor Sunetra Gupta 
received the Rosalind Franklin award and Dr Lucie Green  
was awarded the 2009 Royal Society Kohn Award for 
excellence in engaging the public with science. 

Dr Angela Taylor, Dorothy Hodgkin Fellow 
Department of Astrophysics, University of Oxford: 
“My research focuses on designing and building telescopes 
to make observations of the electromagnetic relic radiation 
from the Big Bang, known as the cosmic microwave 
background (CMB). It is not completely even across the 
universe; there are minute variations in its temperature. 
By measuring the properties of these small temperature 
variations, scientists can gain a wealth of information  
about both the past and the future of our universe. This  
is no easy task: the fluctuations in the CMB are minute,  
and so I am working to create specialised telescopes in  
order to measure them.” 

Figure from Newton’s ‘Optiks’, 
Book 1, part 1, Plate II.  
© The Royal Society

Dr Linda-Gail Bekker, winner of the Royal Society Pfizer Award Dr Freda Lewis-Hall, Senior Vice President and Chief Medical 
Officer for Pfizer Inc, with Professor Lorna Casselton FRS,  
Foreign Secretary of the Royal Society
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Dr Christian Korff, University Research Fellow at the 
Department of Mathematics, University of Glasgow was 
paired with Ann McKechin MP for Glasgow North under the 
Pairing Scheme. Following her visit, Ann McKechin said: 
“[Your colleagues and students] enthusiasm and dedication 
was clearly demonstrated. I have very much enjoyed finding 
out more about the issues surrounding the teaching and 
studying of mathematics.” Natalia Lawrence, School of 
Psychology, Cardiff University was paired with Jenny Willott 
MP for Cardiff Central: “Scientists and politicians need one 
another, yet the role of scientific evidence and advisors in 
politics is a complex and evolving issue. By fostering mutual 
understanding, this scheme should facilitate efficient and 
transparent communication between scientists and policy-
makers and ensure that society understands and benefits 
from scientific progress.” 
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pairs took part in the Society’s Pairing Scheme (organised  
in partnership with GO-Science) for scientists, MPs and  
civil servants

26

participants from 18 countries took part in the Society’s  
New frontiers in science diplomacy event, looking at the 
changing relationship between science and foreign policy

200

The Society has been running its MP-Scientist Pairing 
Scheme since 2001. The Scheme has played an important 
role in helping MPs to forge networks with research scientist 
and in 2009 it expanded to incorporate pairings with Civil 
servants. This was achieved thanks to a partnership with 
the Government Office for Science (GO-Science). As a 
result we were able to pair 16 scientists with MPs and ten 
with Civil servants. Working with the Royal Society and the 
Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology (POST), the 
Uganda National Academy of Science has established its 
own MP-Scientist Pairing Scheme. 17 pairs took part in 2009.

Innovation 
The Society aims to enhance the contribution of science to 
innovation and demonstrate how a vibrant research base 
creates value in many ways: through the supply of skilled 
individuals; through contributions to wealth creation; or 
simply expanding the frontiers of knowledge.

The scientific century: securing our future prosperity, published 
in March 2010, urges the UK government to put science and 
innovation at the heart of a long-term strategy for economic 
growth. It warns the UK faces fierce competitive challenge 
from countries which are investing at a scale and speed we 
may struggle to match. The Advisory Group was chaired 
by Sir Martin Taylor FRS and included two former ministers 
of science, two Nobel Laureates and leading figures from 
industry. Preparation for the report included a number  
of public events on subjects including the performance  
of Public Sector Research Establishments and the future  
of the Research Excellence Framework.

The contribution of science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) to service sector innovation was the 
topic of the Society’s Hidden wealth report, published in 
July 2009. The study found the contribution of STEM to 
the service sector, which makes up around three quarters 
of the UK’s economy, is undervalued and under supported 
by traditional policy frameworks, which tend to focus on 
research and development in manufacturing. The report 
called for greater support for service-based research 
agendas and the development of multidisciplinary skills.

Governance
The Royal Society has a prominent voice in the  
sometimes uneasy relationship between science and 
politics. Developments in areas such as synthetic biology, 
neuroscience and nanotechnology have the potential to  
bring many benefits to society but there are difficult 
questions to answer about their governance. 

In July 2009, the Society held an international  
symposium on Opportunities and challenges in the 
emerging field of synthetic biology, in partnership with the 
US National Academies and the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development. The conclusions of this 
meeting helped shape plans for future work in this area, 
which include an exploration of the international governance 
of synthetic biology.

DNA fingerprinting is a development which has dramatically 
changed the nature of criminal investigations. It enables the 
identification of an individual based on their genetic makeup 
but at the same time raises ethical and civil liberty issues. 
In September 2009, the Society brought together Sir Alec 
Jeffreys FRS, who pioneered DNA fingerprinting, and Shami 
Chakrabarti, Director of Liberty, to discuss these issues at  
a ‘PolicyLab’ event. 

Biological risks can range from naturally occurring diseases 
through to the deliberate misuse of biological agents as 
weapons and unintended risks such as laboratory accidents. 
We held an international workshop in February 2009 with 
the International Council of the Life Sciences, on new 
approaches to biological risk assessment.

The second large report within the sustainability theme  
was Reaping the benefits: science and the sustainable 
intensification of food crop production, assessing the 
contribution next-generation biological approaches could 
make to global food production over the next 30 years.  
Since its launch the report has been presented at seminars  
in South Africa, Delhi and the US. In December 2009, the 
Society hosted a Raymond and Beverly Sackler USA-UK 
Scientific Forum with the US National Academy of Science 
on Advancing agriculture: How can crop science and 
technology contribute to feeding nine billion people?

Diplomacy
The Royal Society works with a range of partners to 
strengthen the contribution of science to security, diplomacy 
and development. In June 2009, the Society organised a 
conference on New frontiers in science diplomacy with the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS). It brought together 200 participants from 18 
countries to explore the changing relationship between 
science and foreign policy on issues such as rebuilding trust 
with the Islamic world and governing international spaces like 
Antarctica. The Society published a report of this meeting 
in January 2010, at which the Rt Hon David Miliband MP, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, spoke about the 
growing interdependence of science and diplomacy.

Ahead of the 2010 Review Conference of the Nuclear  
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), the Society has undertaken 
policy work on nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation.  
In March 2010 the Society held a ‘PolicyLab’ meeting with 
the Rt Hon Des Browne MP, Baroness Shirley Williams 
and David Lidington MP, entitled A world without nuclear 
weapons: what will the NPT Review Conference achieve? 
The Society and AAAS published a briefing paper on the 
role of science in supporting nuclear arms control and 
disarmament to coincide with the meeting.

The work of the Science Policy Centre is organised under 
four flagship themes: sustainability; governance; diplomacy 
and innovation. The Centre offers independent advice 
via in-depth reports, briefings, statements, seminars and 
workshops, consultation responses and a programme of 
‘PolicyLab’ events. 

Sustainability 
Using science to inform debates over sustainability has long 
been a priority of our policy work. This year we published 
two important reports within the sustainability theme. 
The first, Geoengineering the climate: science, governance 
and uncertainty, reviews the science behind some of the 
proposed large-scale interventions with potential to alter 
the Earth’s climate system. These geoengineering methods 
fall into two categories; carbon dioxide removal techniques 
(CDR) and solar radiation management (SRM). There is a 
broader set of questions concerning the governance of these 
methods, the focus of a House of Commons Science and 
Technology committee inquiry which we responded to in 
December 2009. In March 2010 we announced a major new 
initiative to ensure strict governance of any plans for SRM 
geoengineering, working in partnership with the Academy 
of Sciences for the Developing World (TWAS) and the 
Environmental Defense Fund (EDF).

The areas of energy, environment and climate change 
are another focus. In June 2009, the Society published 
a summary of a meeting entitled Towards a low carbon 
future. In November 2009, in partnership with the Met 
Office and the Natural Environment Research Council 
(NERC), the Society produced a statement on the science 
of climate change ahead of the climate change negotiations 
in Copenhagen in December. It warned that without co-
ordinated international action on greenhouse gas emissions, 
the impacts on the climate and civilisation could be severe. 

In its 350th anniversary year, the Royal Society formally 
launched its Science Policy Centre to increase the reach  
and impact of its policy work. The Society believes that policy 
makers should always have access to expert, independent, 
scientific advice – especially as many areas of public policy 
now have a scientific aspect.

Influence 
policymaking with the  
best scientific advice
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The Royal Society attended the Big Bang Fair in Manchester 
in March 2010 – a free annual event held during National 
Science and Engineering Week which attracted 16,000 
school students, teachers and families over the three days. 
The event featured interactive shows, workshops and 
exhibits with the aim to educate and inspire young people 
who are not yet engaged in STEM. The event also featured 
the National Science and Engineering Competition which 
celebrates the achievement and excellence of young people 
throughout the UK. The Royal Society, in partnership with 
the Royal Academy of Engineering (RAEng), produced 
an ‘Academies Zone’ which included two 2009 Summer 
Science Exhibition exhibits – the University of Leicester’s 
Plastics from potatoes and rubber from rice and Imperial 
College’s Can what happens in the womb last a lifetime?

ACME (Advisory Committee on Mathematics 
Education)
ACME, operating under the auspices of the Royal Society, 
has maintained its profile as the leading advisory body  
on 5-19 mathematics education in England. 

Mathematical Needs – Implications for 5-19 Mathematics 
Education was the theme of ACME’s 2010 Annual 
Conference held in March. Guest speakers included Diana 
Johnson MP (Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, 
Department for Children, Schools and Families – DCSF), 
Michael Gove MP (Shadow Secretary of State, Children 
Schools and Families) and Professor Marcus du Sautoy.  
The panel discussion also included Dr Ben Goldacre 
(author, Bad Science), Carol Vorderman (Conservative Party 
Mathematics Taskforce), Richard Wainer (Head of Education 
and Skills, the Confederation of British Industry) and 
Professor Sir John Holman (National STEM Director). 

ACME has also continued to provide advice on a number 
of important issues to DCSF, the Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills (BIS), Qualifications Curriculum 
Development Authority (QCDA) and the Office of 
Qualifications and Examinations Regulation (Ofqual).  
This includes advice on the pilot of the linked pair of 
mathematics GCSEs, concerns over the functioning of  
the current two-tier model in GCSE mathematics, changes 
at A-Level to Mathematics, Further Mathematics and Use 
of Mathematics, the end of Key Stage 2 tests, a full range 
of continuous professional development (CPD) and initial 
teacher training issues. ACME has heavily influenced the 
new primary curriculum. 

ACME is also working on two major projects – the first of 
these is a proposal for ‘mathematical pathways’, such that 
post 16 study would involve some form of mathematics for 
all learners. The second is a project looking at mathematical 
needs and is funded by the Clothworkers Foundation and  
the Nuffield Foundation. This project is intended to publish  
in early 2011. 

SCORE (Science Community Partnership  
Supporting STEM Education)
As a member of the SCORE partnership, the Royal  
Society has been playing a major role in supporting  
the Government’s STEM programme. 

SCORE has had a successful year, publishing two reports, 
holding a number of workshops and seminars, contributing 
to consultations and reports and undertaking a review of  
its strategy. 

Several research projects started in 2009/2010 are due 
to report in 2010, and these will inform SCORE partners’ 
positions. These include the scoping study on initial teacher 
education, How Science Works and the second review of 
GCSE Science Examinations.

SCORE will begin 2010/2011 with a new Chair, which offers 
the partnership an opportunity to reflect on how it should 
develop in the future.

Invigorate
science and mathematics 
education

This year the Society supported new Education Research 
Fellowships and continued work on its third and fourth  
‘state of the nation’ reports assessing the health of UK science 
and mathematics education. It contributed to the production 
of two key national policy reports and built on the success  
of the Partnership Grants scheme, which continues to attract  
a large number of applications for funding.

The Summer Science Exhibition in 2009 saw 850 schools 
visitors interact with the scientists and their work. Over  
50% of the attending students were female, and 71%  
were more positive towards a career in science as a result  
of their visit. The schools exhibit at the Exhibition featured  
the Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys showcasing 
their Partnership Grants project You’re never too young to 
be a research scientist. 

The London Associate Schools have been involved in a 
number of events over the past year. Teachers were invited 
to a reception during the 2009 Summer Science Exhibition, 
which gave them a chance to explore the Exhibition and 
see the benefits for their students in participating in such 
an activity. In addition, teachers from Associate Schools 
participated in focus groups looking at the development of 
new Royal Society education resources and they participated 
in a December event, which aimed to get a sense of what 
teachers would like to gain from the Associate Schools 
Scheme in order to plan for 2010. 

One of the goals of the Society’s anniversary programme 
is to inspire young minds with the excitement of scientific 
discovery. Six schools have signed up to participate 
in forthcoming anniversary activities with two 350th 
anniversary Capital Science partners in March 2010: 
a Newton Day at the Royal Armouries and a Biodiversity  
Day at the Horniman Museum. A student from a Royal 
Society Associate School was also involved in the wreath-
laying on Hooke’s tomb at an evensong at Westminster 
Abbey, part of the 350th anniversary celebrations.

Education Research Fellowships
As a result of generous support received from The Ogden 
Trust and the Shuttleworth Foundation, in October 2009 
the Society began to support a Fellowship in the area of 
physics education research and a Fellowship in the field of 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
education. The scheme has been continued for an additional 
Fellowship in physics education and with additional support 
from the Worshipful Company of Actuaries for a Fellowship 
in mathematics education. A further call for proposals  
closed in March 2010.

Education policy
The Society continued work on its third and fourth ‘state of 
the nation’ reports assessing the health of UK science and 
mathematics education.

The Society contributed to the production of a major national 
science and mathematics education policy report by the 
Government-commissioned Science and Learning Expert 
Group, published in February 2010. The Education section 
worked with the Science Policy Centre on the education 
recommendations in The scientific century: securing our future 
prosperity, published in March 2010.

Working with schools, teachers and young people
The Partnership Grants scheme continues to attract 
applications, with 112 schools applying for funding this  
year and over £119,300 being awarded to 56 projects.  
This includes £30,000 from the Mercers’ Foundation, 
allocated to schools in the West Midlands and Greater 
London. The London Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Commercial Education Trust has provided £30,000 towards 
the Partnership Grants scheme to be awarded during the 
November 2010 round.

The Royal Society’s education team attended the 
Association for Science (ASE) Education conference in 
January 2010 in Nottingham. The Society had an exhibition 
stand which formed part of the ‘Talking Science Education 
Zone’ developed in partnership with the Nuffield Foundation, 
Wellcome Trust and National Science Learning Centre. 
Within this zone the Society ran a café area and a full  
stage on which interactive sessions and debates took  
place throughout the day. The Royal Society’s 350th 
anniversary publication, Seeing Further attracted great 
interest. Representatives of three Local Heroes projects, 
an important part of the Society’s anniversary programme, 
presented their activities. 

was awarded to 56 projects under the Society’s Partnership 
Grants scheme in 2009/10

£119,300

schools attended the Society’s Summer Science Exhibition 
in 2009

850

of students were more positive towards a career in science 
as a result of their visit to the Exhibition 

71%



Observations on duckweed. 
Antoni Van Leeuwenhoek  
to The Royal Society,  
25 December 1702.  
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New projects and opportunities
The Society began a number of ambitious projects 
in 2009/10, offering partnership opportunities in less 
understood countries. The study of science and innovation 
across the Islamic world progressed, with successful 
fundraising and country studies underway in Malaysia,  
Qatar and Pakistan and plans in place for Jordan, following 
Her Excellency Princess Sumaya’s visit to the Society.  
Our participation in the South East Asia-EU Network 
(SEA EU NET), a project to improve research co-operation 
between the EU and the Association of South East Nations 
(ASEAN), will explore opportunities in Singapore, Malaysia, 
Thailand and Vietnam, amongst others. 

Capacity-building in Africa
The Royal Society, in partnership with the Network of African 
Science Academies (NASAC) and Pfizer (US), made good 
progress on its African academy-strengthening programme, 
building capacity in the national science academies of 
Ghana, Tanzania and Ethiopia. The first event under this 
Programme, the Engaging and Influencing Government and 
Decision Makers workshop, was held in Dar es Salaam. The 
Programme supported representatives of the academies 
to attend a conference in Accra on evidence-based advice 
around maternal and child health, as well as participation at  
a World Bank Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation. 

The Society responded to the Department for International 
Development (DFID) consultation on its new White Paper 
Eliminating World Poverty: Assuring our Common Future. 
Drawing on input from Fellows, the Society’s response 
reiterated the value of science, engineering, technology  
and innovation in development. It addressed areas including 
building a stronger educational and research base, tackling 
climate change, food security and strengthening governance 
mechanisms.

new awards were made for UK scientists to work with 
colleagues across Europe and all over the world under  
the International Joint Project Scheme
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The Society’s workshop, Engaging and Influencing 
Government and Decision Makers in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
in October 2009 brought together the national scientific 
academies of Tanzania, Ghana and Ethiopia under the Royal 
Society Pfizer African Academies Programme. Topics of 
discussion included: tools and opportunities to engage 
and influence, understanding and promoting the value of 
academies to government and gaining financial support 
from governments, whilst maintaining independence. The 
challenge is for the three partner academies to take on the 
lessons learnt and practical suggestions and move forward 
and implement them. The Society supports them through 
the Pfizer Programme, which runs until the end of 2011.

Increase 
access to the best  
science internationally

The aims of the Royal Society’s international work are to 
encourage international cooperation on science policy; bring 
an international voice of science into the global policy debate; 
promote individual and institutional scientific capacity building 
in developing countries to help their scientific communities 
engage in policy discussions; and facilitate research 
collaboration with the best researchers outside the UK.

The Society was represented at international meetings 
throughout the year, including the Academy of Sciences  
for the Developing World (TWAS), the World Science Forum 
and the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS).

The Society followed up its previously successful work with 
the G8+5 academies of science by contributing to the release 
of a joint statement under the Italian G8 Presidency, on 
Climate change and the transformation of energy technologies 
for a low carbon future.

This year saw the recently launched Science Policy Centre 
form strategic partnerships with other academies and 
organisations, including AAAS, TWAS, the US National 
Academies of Science and the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, on projects as diverse as science diplomacy, 
synthetic biology and geoengineering.

Working bilaterally
Professor Lorna Casselton FRS, the Society’s Foreign 
Secretary, visited India, China, Israel and Norway, to present 
our science policy and diplomacy work, as well as strengthen 
relations with other academies. The Society participated in a 
trilateral Frontiers of Science event in Beijing with the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences and the Royal Netherlands Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, including a reception for the Royal 
Society China alumni network. 

Working multilaterally
Largely through the work of the newly-launched Science 
Policy Centre (see Influence), the Royal Society continued to 
demonstrate international leadership in science and science 
policy, through its membership of multilateral partnerships, 
its central role in the governance of these partnerships and 
its participation in international meetings. 

As part of the 350th anniversary celebrations, the Society 
hosted the world’s science academies at the InterAcademy 
Panel (IAP) triennial Conference and General Assembly 
in January 2010 – the largest international meeting in the 
Society’s recent history. The IAP conference on biodiversity 
and ecosystems services, one of the first events in the 
International Year of Biodiversity, brought together experts 
from all over the world. As Chair of IAP’s Programmes and 
Strategic Planning Committee, the Society was instrumental 
in shaping the IAP Strategy 2010-2012, which defines the 
collective ambition of the world’s science academies, as well 
as providing a key instrument for the Policy Centre to extend 
its global reach. The Society also prepared IAP statements  
on Ocean acidification and Tropical forests and Climate change 
for the climate change negotiations in Copenhagen.

The Society played a leading role in the European  
Academies Science Advisory Council (EASAC). During  
the year, EASAC released reports on Healthcare-associated 
infections, Transforming Europe’s electricity supply and 
the Memorandum for incoming MEPs and Commissioners. 
Plans were set in place for a Brussels base for EASAC and 
for moving the Secretariat to the Leopoldina, the German 
national science academy, at year end. International Council 
for Science (ICSU) business was further rationalized by 
replacing the Scientific Unions committee with a virtual 
network, whilst the grants scheme to support attendance  
at ICSU meetings was streamlined. 



The International Joint Project Scheme supports the travel 
and subsistence costs of collaborative research between 
a UK and an overseas research group. Each two year 
grant gives scientists an opportunity to link two centres of 
excellence. A total of 158 new awards were made for UK 
scientists to work with colleagues in Europe, the countries  
of the former Soviet Union and East and South East Asia  
and under new agreements with India and Russia. 

The International Travel Grants scheme supports a wide 
range of international travel activities. A total of 711 awards 
were made in 2009/10.

In May 2009 six awards were made under the Society’s 
new capacity building scheme for Ghana and Tanzania, the 
Leverhulme Royal Society Africa Award. This programme 
provides support for UK-Ghana and UK-Tanzania research 
collaborations, to strengthen the research and training 
capacity at institutions in either African country. The three 
year awards offer support for up to £150,000 for research, 
travel and equipment.

The Society has negotiated the continuation of the 
International Networking Grants scheme, established to 
help UK scientists develop partnerships and collaboration 
with overseas counterparts. Under the new Memorandum 
of Understanding between the Department of Science 
and Technology in India and BIS, the Society will launch 
the new India-UK Scientific Seminars initiative, funding 
the organisation of a three day scientific meeting to bring 
together groups of early to mid-career scientists from India 
and the UK for scientific discussion, to promote collaboration 
and knowledge transfer. 

International grants 
The Royal Society’s International Grants programme enables 
high-calibre UK scientists to initiate collaborations, exchange 
ideas, develop new skills and gain experience through 
working with the world’s leading researchers.

The Newton International Fellowship scheme, run in 
partnership with the British Academy and the Royal 
Academy of Engineering, aims to attract the best early stage 
post-doctoral researchers from around the world to UK 
research institutions, covering the broad range of natural 
and social sciences, engineering and the humanities. A total 
of 51 Fellows were appointed in 2009/10 (13 awards were 
made in social sciences and humanities, 13 in engineering 
and 25 covering all areas of basic natural sciences.) Research 
Fellows are appointed for two years to develop long term 
relationships with UK institutions. 
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UK partnership work
The Royal Society continued to work closely with UK 
partners on international science activities, in particular 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), notably on 
raising the profile of science diplomacy work; Department 
for International Development (DFID); the Department for 
Innovation, Universities and Skills (DIUS); the Department for 
Innovation, Business and Skills (BIS); the Research Councils 
and other academies and learned societies. The Society 
continued as active members of the Chief Scientific Adviser’s 
Global Science and Innovation Forum (GSIF) committee.

103
of the world’s science academies came to the Society for the 
InterAcademy Panel (IAP) triennial Conference and General 
Assembly in January 2010

Red chalk drawing of sand, 
Antoni Van Leeuwenhoek, 
1704. © The Royal Society

A trilateral Frontiers of Science meeting was held in 
Bejing in November 2009

The Royal Society’s Global science report was launched this 
year to map where and how science is being done around 
the world. In partnership with Elsevier, it is anticipated this 
report, published in November 2010, will influence global 
decision makers in science, business and government and 
make fresh conclusions about the collaborative nature of 
research in the 21st century. 



Sketches of eyes/light 
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The launch of Trailblazing, an online exploration of the 
Royal Society’s published science, was chosen to mark the 
start of the 350th anniversary year. The media relations team 
worked with a number of Fellows to provide contemporary 
commentaries on the science featured in the selected 
papers. The team also worked with the library to put together 
a small exhibition for the media of photographs, papers and 
artefacts from the archive to help bring the papers to life. 
The launch proved to be a great success with large features 
appearing in the Times, Daily Telegraph, Guardian and 
Independent. BBC Radio 4’s Today programme also covered 
the launch and BBC Online created a slide show of images 
with a commentary on some of the major papers. There was 
also an international reach, with the New York Times and 
USA Today covering the story, as well as media coverage 
in Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France and Russia.

Media relations 
The Royal Society’s profile in the media was raised 
significantly during the year. The start of our 350th 
anniversary was celebrated with the launch of the  
Trailblazing website which secured widespread media 
coverage. The anniversary year has also been marked  
with opinion pieces by Lord Martin Rees PRS in the  
Times and Daily Telegraph and with articles in magazines 
including The Economist and Country Life.

The launch of policy reports on geoengineering, sustainable 
agriculture and the role of science in securing the UK’s future 
prosperity featured across national newspapers, radio and 
television. The Summer Science Exhibition was once again  
a media highlight with articles and news pieces appearing  
in all the broadsheet newspapers, Daily Mail, Mirror, the 
Today programme on Radio 4, BBC London, Sky News, BBC 
Online and other media. Discussion meetings have also been 
popular in the media, reaching a peak of interest in January 
with the meeting on the search for extra-terrestrial life. Other 
activities that have proven popular with the media include the 
publication of the Society’s 350th anniversary publication, 
Seeing Further, edited by Bill Bryson, the issuing of Royal 
Society stamps by the Royal Mail, the new Turning the Pages 
archive material on the website and the range of Local Heroes 
events taking place across the UK. 

The BBC has marked 2010 as a year of science to coincide 
with the Society’s anniversary. This ongoing relationship has 
seen Lord Martin Rees PRS as a guest editor for the Today 
programme on Radio 4 in December and the airing of a four 
part history of the Royal Society narrated by Melvyn Bragg 
on Radio 4 in January.

In addition a number of talks and events were held 
during the Exhibition week. Dr Cristina Lazzeroni, a Royal 
Society University Research Fellow from the University of 
Birmingham, gave an interactive presentation on Particle 
physics and the mysteries of the early Universe. 

Public communication 
The Royal Society’s public programme of lectures and 
debates consisted of 16 events during the year, attracting  
a total audience of over 3,800. In addition to those attending 
the lectures in person, royalsociety.tv which hosts the live 
webcasts and video archive has been viewed by over  
29,000 people. 

Highlights of the programme included the panel discussion 
Making choices to conserve the world’s species: what,  
where and when? chaired by Sir John Lawton CBE FRS 
with Georgina Mace FRS, Jonathan Baillie, Hugh 
Possingham and Mark Avery, the Royal Society and Royal 
Society of Literature joint event entitled Fossils, fact and 
fiction chaired by Dr Alice Roberts with Tracy Chevalier 
and Dr Richard Fortey FRS, The great ideas of biology by 
Professor Paul Nurse FRS and Mathematical curiosities and 
treasures from Professor Stewart’s cabinet by Professor Ian 
Stewart FRS.

Summer Science Exhibition 
The Royal Society Summer Science Exhibition proved to be 
more popular than ever with over 5,500 visitors attending 
over five days in June and July 2009, including the first 
weekend opening of the Exhibition on Saturday 4 July. 
Visitors included 1,000 secondary school students and 
teachers. 16,500 viewers from all over the world explored  
the Summer Science Exhibition website. 

This year’s Soirées, the Society’s premier social  
occasion, were a great success, attracting the attendance  
of captains of industry, ambassadors, MPs, senior members 
of learned societies and professional bodies, university  
Vice-Chancellors and, of course, the Society’s own 
Fellowship. Guests enjoyed the opportunity of a private 
viewing of the Summer Science Exhibition.

The Exhibition featured 21 competitively selected hands-on 
exhibits showcasing some of the best scientific research 
from around the UK. Approximately 500 scientists and 
engineers took part to explain their work and its relevance  
to our everyday lives. Visitors were able to watch a 3D movie 
to find out about the origins of our Universe, learn how to 
identify the invasive Ladybird species threatening our native 
biodiversity and try out virtual reality simulators used to train 
veterinary students. Exhibitors included students from Simon 
Langton Grammar School for Boys in Kent who exhibited 
their own research, funded through the Royal Society’s 
Partnership Grant Scheme (see Invigorate).

To mark Darwin200, the Royal Society Library exhibits 
celebrated Victorian science with two displays about the 
domestic research of 19th naturalists and world-changing 
Victorian scientific discoveries and inventions, illustrated  
with objects, documents and images from the Royal  
Society archives.

Inspire
an interest in the joy, wonder and 
excitement of scientific discovery

Our innovative programme of inspirational activities continues 
to help us reach a wider audience. From discussion meetings, 
talks, lectures, prizes, awards and exhibitions, to increased 
use of new media, we stimulate interest in and debate around 
major scientific issues.

visitors attended the five-day Summer Science Exhibition  
in June and July 2009

5,500

scientists and engineers exhibited their work and its 
relevance to our everyday lives

500



A second portrait donated by Dame Stephanie Shirley 
was received in November 2009. The portrait of Professor 
Stephen Hawking FRS, by Tai-Shan Schierenberg was 
unveiled on 25 November 2009. 

The Library’s programme of conferences for 2009/10  
began with a conference for museum curators Science 
on display: exploring and exhibiting science artefacts in 
April 2009. In October the Society played host to Maths, 
the universe and everything: inside the mind of Isaac Newton 
a day co-ordinated in collaboration with the Newton Project, 
University of Sussex. Conferencing activity culminated with 
Prehistoric Minds: Darwinism culture and human origins during 
the 19th century in December, which will form a special issue 
of Notes and Records of the Royal Society later in 2010.

Two series of lectures for the public were presented in  
2009. Audiences have built to an average of 70 people per 
event, with wider audiences listening to the accompanying 
audio podcasts. 

History of science 
The 350th anniversary year commenced with the Society’s 
Librarian giving the first of several talks on the Royal 
Society’s history to the Friend of the Priaulx Library in 
Guernsey in November 2009. This was the opening event 
in the Local Heroes anniversary programme and received 
coverage in Channel Islands’ local press and on BBC  
Radio Guernsey. 

The Library supported the press launch of the Trailblazing 
resource in November by making available archives and 
speaking to reporters. This was followed up by the launch 
of new Turning the Pages presentations in January. The 
headline manuscript, one of seven to be rendered as digital 
surrogates, was William Stukeley’s Life of Sir Isaac Newton 
(1752) containing Newton’s first-hand account of the  
apple-tree as an inspiration for his description of gravity.

Refurbishment of the Library reading rooms (to enhance 
facilities) and the Archive stores (to achieve the prevailing 
standard for archive storage, BS.5454) commenced officially 
in December 2009, prefaced by the largest move of Royal 
Society assets since 1969. The Library is on schedule to  
re-open in June 2010.

Several important sets of personal and professional papers 
were donated by Fellows’ families and estates. These ranged 
from relatively small collections, including material from the 
biochemist Keith Dalziel FRS (1921-1996) to larger sequences, 
including the diaries and working papers of the metallurgist 
John Wyrill Christian FRS (1926-2001) and the nuclear 
physicist Professor James Philip Elliott FRS (1929-2008).
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pages celebrating science in Seeing Further: The Story of 
Science and the Royal Society, published in January 2010

490

Website and new media
The website was the principal medium through which the 
Society communicated with its global audiences attracting 
over 1.5 million visits over the last 12 months, an increase  
of approximately 10%. 

New initiatives on the website included the launch of  
Turning the Pages (royalsociety.org/Turning-the-Pages), 
high-quality digital facsimiles of manuscripts which replicate 
the physical experience of reading the original works as 
closely as possible.

Launched in time for the Society’s anniversary celebrations 
was the new Trailblazing website (trailblazing.royalsociety.
org), offering unprecedented public access to the most 
influential, inspiring and intriguing papers published by the 
Royal Society over the last 350 years. It has proved extremely 
popular, attracting over 320,000 visitors within a month of 
launch in November 2009. 

Science book prizes
The Royal Society’s Prizes for Science books 2009 award 
ceremony was held in September including a people’s press 
conference where the audience had an opportunity to quiz 
the judges and shortlisted authors. Awarded for the 22nd 
time, the Prizes continued to encourage reading, writing  
and publication of high quality, accessible science books  
and are one of the world’s most prestigious non-fiction 
literary prizes. The Society continues to seek a new sponsor 
to carry the Prizes forward. The General Prize was awarded 
to The Age of Wonder by Richard Holmes (Harper Press).

There was strong demand on the Library’s picture 
resources in support of a variety of anniversary projects.  
The most visible were Seeing Further which drew heavily on 
the collections for its illustrative content and the series  
of Royal Mail stamps launched in February, to celebrate  
the 350th anniversary. In a new split-stamp design, ten  
1st Class stamps feature some of the best-known Fellows 
from the Society whose portraits are paired with dramatic 
and colourful images representing their achievements.

visits were recorded to the Royal Society website during 
2009/10

1.1 million 

Record of the founding of 
the Royal Society and first 
meeting on 28 Nov 1660.  
© The Royal Society

The Age of Wonder by Richard Holmes won the Royal Society Prize 
for Science Books 2009

The Society’s Local Heroes programme at the Museum of Science 
and Industry in Manchester

Professor Stephen Hawking FRS, in a new portrait  
by Tai-Shan Schierenberg
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In March the Duke of Kent presented our 350th anniversary 
Hauksbee Awards, given to recognise the unsung heroes of 
our science laboratories, research institutions and schools 
who work to support the UK science base, were made.  
They are named after Francis Hauksbee who was Isaac 
Newton’s laboratory assistant at the Royal Society.  
During his time as President, Newton appointed Hauksbee  
as curator and instrument maker, and Hauksbee later 
became a Fellow in his own right in 1705. 

In the summer of 2010 we organised, in collaboration 
with Southbank Centre, See Further: the Festival of Science 
+ Arts. A highlight of this was the convocation of the 
Fellowship, an event which only occurs once every  
50 years, in the presence of Her Majesty the Queen and  
the Royal Fellows. The convocation marked the opening  
of the Festival, giving everyone the opportunity to meet 
some of the scientists who are leading the UK’s cutting-edge 
science research.

In March Tate and the Royal Society joined forces in a 
unique collaboration to bring together scientists and artists 
to imagine the social and psychological impacts of climate 
change – Rising to the Climate Challenge: Artists and Scientists 
Imagine Tomorrow’s World. 

Celebrating the human impulse and understanding of the 
world we live in, through scientific and artistic exploration, 
See Further: the Festival of Science + Arts included a packed 
programme of science-related theatre, comedy, discussion, 
film, literature and art installations across Southbank Centre’s 
sites for ten days. 

We are marking the anniversary with a host of publications 
and commemorative events. January saw the publication  
of Seeing Further: The Story of Science and the Royal Society, 
edited and introduced by Bill Bryson. It includes contributions 
from Richard Dawkins, Margaret Atwood, Richard Holmes, 
Martin Rees, Richard Fortey, Steve Jones, James Gleick  
and Neal Stephenson amongst others. 

In February the Royal Mail launched ten first class stamps 
celebrating the 350th anniversary of the Royal Society.  
They feature significant figures from the Society whose 
portraits are paired with dramatic and colourful images 
representing their achievements.

A new collection of science themed poems went on  
display on London’s underground transport in February.  
The poets chosen were William Blake, Lord Alfred Tennyson, 
Anne Stevenson, David Morley, Miroslav Holub and Jamie 
McKendricks. 

In recognition of our anniversary, the BBC launched its  
Year of Science in January with a series of programmes  
and activities celebrating science. In January Radio 4 
broadcaster Melvyn Bragg looked at the Royal Society’s 
leading role in modern science in a week-long series, In 
Our Time: The Royal Society and British Science. Other 
programmes set to cover this history of the Society include 
BBC 1’s The Story of Science: Power, Proof and Passion, 
while Royal Society University Research Fellow Professor 
Brian Cox presents Wonders of the Solar System.

The first of a series of online initiatives was launched by the 
Society in November 2009. Trailblazing, a new interactive 
timeline, offers unprecedented public access to the most 
influential, inspiring and intriguing papers published by the 
Royal Society over the last 350 years. Leading scientists and 
historians have chosen 60 articles from amongst the 60,000 
published since the journal first began in 1665, giving their 
own fascinating insights in areas such as genetics, physics, 
climate change and medicine. 

In January the Society published a variety of fascinating 
archive manuscripts online to considerable media interest. 
Turning the Pages features a series of high-quality digital 
facsimiles of manuscripts, including William Stukeley’s  
Life of Newton, which featured the original version of the 
story of Newton and the falling apple. 

The heightened interest in the Royal Society and in science 
that the anniversary programme is already generating will 
provide a strong platform for the Society to increase its 
capacity to fulfil its strategic aims in the coming years. 

Philosophical Transactions is officially the world’s longest-
running scientific journal. 

We celebrated our contribution to science publishing by 
launching several commemorative issues, all of which 
are completely free to access. They include: special 2010 
issue of Philosophical Transactions A, special 2010 issue of 
Philosophical Transactions B, a series of celebratory review 
articles in Proceedings A and a special 2010 issue of Notes 
and Records

The power of science to excite and inspire is behind our 
wide ranging programme of public facing events for 
our anniversary year. In partnership with organisations 
nationwide, the Society recognises Local Heroes – Fellows, 
as well as those who supported their work, who have made 
an impact on the community, whether they are pioneers of 
the industrial age, geniuses that changed the way we see  
the world, or contemporary scientists finding solutions to 
today’s problems. 

Fifty museums, galleries, libraries and archives have put 
together a creative mixture of talks, exhibitions, trails, 
interactive activities, art and theatre – all with science and 
scientists at the centre. Just a few of the institutions to hold 
events during the early part of the Society’s anniversary  
year include the Manchester Museum of Science and 
Industry, W5 Belfast, La Société Guernesiaise and the  
Coats Observatory in Paisley. 

Capital Science partners the Society with leading London 
organisations, museums and galleries to develop activities 
that explore the impact of science within the wider  
cultural landscape.

Through science-themed exhibitions, talks, seminars and 
workshops hosted at many of the biggest cultural institutions 
in the capital, the programme will enhance public interest 
in some of the most pressing scientific issues of the day. 

“As it begins its 350th anniversary year, the Royal Society 
will not only be celebrating its proud history but looking to 
the future of science in the UK and in the rest of the world, 
as the great scientific questions that tested our predecessors 
are rapidly replaced by new and urgent scientific challenges. 
Throughout the year, the Royal Society will be running an 
exciting nationwide programme of events and activities, 
many in conjunction with other scientific and cultural 
institutions, to inspire scientists, families, young people and 
interested members of the public alike to see further into 
science.” Lord Martin Rees, President of the Royal Society, 
speaking on Anniversary Day 2009.

The scientific element of the anniversary programme 
includes a series of Discussion Meetings on subjects 
suggested by Royal Society Fellows as highlights of the 
coming decades. Their ‘top ten’ included biodiversity, ageing, 
web science, global health, climate, brain science and the 
search for extra-terrestrial life.

In January we held a two-day discussion meeting about 
extra-terrestrial life and the consequences for science 
and society. The meeting inspired a vast range of media, 
including the Times and BBC’s Today programme, to ask 
“is there anybody out there?” The meeting finished with a 
public talk on Tuesday evening from Professor Paul Davies, 
entitled The eerie silence: are we alone in the universe?

Handling uncertainty in science was the subject of a highly 
multi-disciplinary meeting considering how uncertainty can 
be characterised, estimated, predicted and communicated. 
The meeting included speakers as diverse as Professor 
Sir Roger Penrose, eminent cosmologist and theoretical 
physicist, and Mervyn King, Governor of the Bank of England.

The dissemination of scientific research has been a core 
activity for the Royal Society since it was granted a Royal 
Charter to publish in 1662. Three and a half centuries later, 
publishing is still a cornerstone of the Society’s work and 

Seeing further:
the Royal Society celebrates  
350 years 

The purchase of Chicheley Hall in Buckinghamshire to 
create a residential centre for the advancement of science  
in 2009 was an entirely new venture for the Society.  
The Kavli Royal Society International Centre opened during 
the summer of 2010 to promote scientific research and 
enable the extension of the wide range of events already 
hosted by the Society in London. It offers the Society the 
chance to have residential meetings and will be available for 
use by the Fellowship, the Society’s research appointees and  
the wider scientific community. 

Figure from Newton’s ‘Optiks’, 
Book 1, part 1, Plate II.  
© The Royal Society
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Independent auditors’ statement to the Fellowship of the Royal Society 

We have examined the summarised consolidated financial statements  
of the Royal Society on page 23.

This statement is made solely to the Council members  
(as trustees), as a body in accordance with the terms of  
our engagement. Our work has been undertaken so that  
we might state to the Council members those matters that 
we have agreed to state to them in this statement and for  
no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law,  
we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other 
than the Council as a body, for our work, for this statement, 
or for the opinions we have formed. 

Respective responsibilities of Council and auditors
The trustees are responsible for preparing the  
consolidated financial statements in accordance  
with the recommendations of the Charities SORP.

Our responsibility is to report to you our opinion on the 
consistency of the summarised consolidated financial 
statements with the full consolidated financial statements 
and Trustees’ report. We also read the other information 
contained in the summarised annual report and consider 
the implications for our report. If we become aware of any 
apparent misstatements or material inconsistencies with  
the summarised consolidated financial statements. 

Basis of opinion 
We conducted our work in accordance with Bulletin 
2008/3 ‘The auditors’ statement on the summary financial 
statement’ issued by the Auditing Practices Board for use in 
the United Kingdom. Our report on the full annual financial 
statements describes the basis of our opinion on those 
financial statements. 

Opinion
In our opinion the summarised consolidated financial 
statements are consistent with the full financial statements 
and the Trustees’ report of the Royal Society for the year 
ended 31 March 2010.

The Trustees confirm that the financial statements on 
page 23 are taken from the full set of financial statements 
comprising the Trustees’ Report and Accounts which 
were approved on 8 July 2010. The summarised financial 
statements may not contain sufficient information to allow a 
full understanding of the financial affairs of the Royal Society. 
For further information the Annual Report and Accounts 
should be consulted. A copy of this document, upon which 
the auditors have reported without qualification, has been 
delivered to the Charity Commission and is available on 
request from the Royal Society at 6-9 Carlton House  
Terrace, London.

By order of the Trustees
8 July 2010 
PKF (UK) LLP 
Chartered Accountants and Registered Auditors 
London 
8 July 2010

Summarised financial 
statements 

Income £’000

1 Parliamentary Grant-in-Aid 45,712

2 Other grants for activities 6,620

3 Fellows Contributions 200

4 Donations and Legacies 6,212

5 Investment Income 3,851

6 Realised Foreign Exchange Gain 529

7 Publications and services 7,624

Total 70,748

Expenditure £’000

1 Invest 45,843

2 Influence 1,710

3 Invigorate 1,873

4 Increase 9,034

5 Inspire 5,725

6 Governance 635

7 Fundraising 533

8 Investment Management 373

Total 65,726

Summarised financial 
statements 
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Presidents’ Circle members

Mr Adrian Beecroft 

Mr Roger Brooke OBE

Professor Anthony Cheetham FRS

Mr Michael Crowley-Milling CMG

Dr Elizabeth Graham 

Sir Thomas McKillop FRS

Sir Kenneth Murray FRS and  
Professor Noreen Murray CBE FRS

Mr Mark Shuttleworth 

Professor Adrian Sutton FRS

Mr Eric Winkler 

Sir Martin Wood OBE HonFREng FRS and  
Lady Audrey Wood

EP Abraham Cephalosporin Fund

The Worshipful Company of Actuaries

AstraZeneca plc

BP plc

Brian Mercer Charitable Trust

Clore Duffield Foundation

The Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation

The Garfield Weston Foundation

The Gatsby Charitable Foundation

The Kavli Foundation

The Kohn Foundation

Hauser-Raspe Foundation

International Development Research Centre

The Leverhulme Trust

Microsoft Research

The Ogden Trust

Pfizer Inc

Rolls-Royce Group plc

The Raymond and Beverly Sackler Foundation

Shell UK

The Sino-British Fellowship Trust

The Stefanou Foundation

Wellcome Trust

The Welton Foundation

David Harding on behalf of Winton Capital Management

The Wolfson Foundation

K.C. Wong Education Foundation

Donors
Individuals

Professor Girish Agarwal FRS

Professor Martin Aitken FRS

Sir Geoffrey Allen FREng FRS

Dr Janet Anderson 

Dr Joanna MA Ashbourn 

Sir Michael Atiyah OM HonFREng FRS

Professor Kenneth Bagshawe CBE FRS

Professor Grigory Barenblatt ForMemRS

Professor Gillian Bates FRS

Mrs Natalia Benjamin 

Sir Tom Blundell FRS

Professor Martin Bobrow CBE FRS

Sir Walter Bodmer FRS

Mr Claudio Bottaccini 

Professor Harry Bryden FRS

Professor Philip Burke CBE FRS

Professor Anthony Butterworth FRS

Professor Ian Carmichael FRS

Professor Roger Cashmore FRS

Professor Lorna Casselton FRS

Dr Allan Chapman 

Professor Nam-Hai Chua FRS

Professor David Cockayne FRS

Professor Edward Cocking FRS

Sir Philip Cohen FRS

Sir David Cox FRS

Lady Audrey Cross

Professor Stuart Cull-Candy FRS

Martha Darling 

Professor Philip Davis 

Mr William De Gelsey 

Mrs Carolyn Derryman 

Mrs Doreen Desty 

Dame Ann Dowling DBE FREng FRS

Dr Peter Duncumb FRS

Mrs Joyce Eaborn 

Professor Charles Ellington FRS

Sir Roger Elliott FRS

Sir John Enderby CBE FRS

Professor Trevor Evans FRS

Professor Warren Ewens FRS

Substantial gifts have been received from The Wolfson 
Foundation, The Garfield Weston Foundation and Winton 
Capital Management to support the Kavli Royal Society 
International Centre, which will open this summer with  
a full programme of international scientific meetings. 

Over the past year, the Royal Society Enterprise Fund has 
made investments in three new companies. The Fund 
has now raised over £6.6 million, but will rely on further 
contributions to continue its success.

Support for the Royal Society Industry Fellowships has 
continued with both Rolls Royce and AstraZeneca renewing 
their support for the scheme. The Education Research 
Fellowship scheme will continue this year with support from 
The Ogden Trust and The Worshipful Company of Actuaries.

The International Development Research Centre has  
pledged to support Atlas of Islamic-world science and 
innovation, a landmark study by the Science Policy Centre 
which will explore the changing landscape of science and 
innovation across a diverse selection of countries with  
large Muslim populations.

The 350th Anniversary Campaign has raised £103 million 
to date. Over 30% of the Fellowship has supported the 
campaign, contributing £11.7 million in donations and pledges. 

Fundraising  
and support 

List of donors
The Royal Society is grateful to all those who have  
made donations and pledges of support to the  
350th Anniversary Campaign during the period  
1 April 2009 – 31 March 2010. We would like to express  
our deep appreciation for the generosity of those  
individuals and organisations listed below, as well  
as those who have chosen to remain anonymous. 

We would particularly like to acknowledge members  
of the Presidents’ Circle for their exceptional support  
during the 350th Anniversary Campaign.

Penicillin graph, c.1940.  
© The Royal Society
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Professor Peter Whittle FRS

Professor John Willis FRS

Lady Fiona Wilson 

Dr Richard Wood FRS

Dr Jenny Woods 

Professor Ernest Wright FRS

Professor Carl Wunsch ForMemRS

Professor Charles Yanofsky ForMemRS

Dr Ian Young OBE FREng FRS

Mrs Shirley Zangwill

Anonymous (9)

Organisations, Trusts and Foundations 
American Friends of the Royal Society

Amgen Limited

Buckingham Covers

Burrell Foley Fischer LLP

Carbon War Room

Chorleywood Keenagers

Clothworkers’ Company

The David and Elaine Potter  
Charitable Foundation

The De Laszlo Foundation

Elsevier B.V. (Corporate Office)

Engineering & Technology Board

The Grantham Foundation for the  
Protection of the Environment

Hogarth Partnership Limited

London Chamber of Commerce and  
Industry Commercial Education Trust

Macfarlanes LLP

The Nuffield Foundation

Schering-Plough Research Institute

Zennström Philanthropies

Professor Andrew McMahon FRS

Professor Tom Meade FRS

Professor Elliot Meyerowitz ForMemRS

Professor Ian Mills FRS

Professor Howard Morris FRS

Mr Mark Morris

Mrs Susan Morrison 

Mr Michael Murphy 

Professor John Nelder FRS

Professor Jeremiah Ostriker ForMemRS

Professor Peter Parham FRS

Professor Gerald Pattenden FRS

Sir Stanley Peart FRS

Mrs Eleanor Pease

Professor John Pickett CBE FRS

Professor Stephen Pope FRS

Professor Martin Raff CBE FRS

Professor Susan Rees FRS

Sir Richard Roberts FRS

Lady Brenda Rooke 

Professor Charles Scriver CC FRS

Dame Stephanie Shirley 

Professor Eric Shooter FRS

Professor Edward Slater FRS

Sir Edwin Southern FRS

Mr David Sparks 

Mrs Margaret Spencer 

Mr Simon Spiro 

Mrs Margaret Stanley 

Sir William Stewart FRS

Professor Gilbert Stork ForMemRS

Sir Martin Sweeting OBE FREng FRS

Professor David Thouless FRS

Dr Cristina Tufarelli 

Mr Reinalt Vaughan-Williams 

Professor Martin Vessey CBE FRS

Professor Kenneth Wade FRS

Mr Robert Ward 

Professor Elizabeth Warrington FRS

Professor John Waterlow CMG FRS

Dr Jeffrey Watkins FRS

Professor Colin Webb MBE FRS

Professor Robert Webster FRS

Professor Michael Fisher FRS

Sir Hugh Ford FREng FRS

Dr Alan Fowler ForMemRS

Sir Richard Friend FREng FRS

Mr Bernard Gagnon 

Professor Robin Ganellin FRS

Sir James Gowans CBE FRS

Miss Emma Grant 

Professor Ian Grant FRS

Professor Harry Gray ForMemRS

Professor John Guest FRS

Mr Michael Hancocks 

Professor Bryan Harrison CBE FRS

Professor Walter Hayman FRS

Professor David Heath-Brown FRS

Professor Volker Heine FRS

Professor Antony Hewish FRS

Sir Gabriel Horn FRS

Professor Judith Howard CBE FRS

Mr Paul Hudson 

Professor Peter Hudson FRS

Professor Anthony Hunter FRS

Professor Richard Hynes FRS

Professor Kenneth Jack OBE FRS

Professor Patricia Jacobs OBE FRS

Mr Matthew Jarrett 

Mrs Miriam Jencks 

Professor Thomas Kailath ForMemRS

Mr Graeme Kemp 

Dr Ian Kerr FRS

Dr Gurdev Khush FRS

Professor Thomas Kibble CBE FRS

Sir Hans Kornberg FRS

Professor Ronald Laskey FRS

Sir John Lawton CBE FRS

Professor George Lorimer FRS

Professor Rodney Loudon FRS

Dr John Lund CBE FRS

Professor Nicholas Manton FRS

Professor Steven Martin FRS

Sir Ronald Mason KCB FRS

Professor James Maxwell FRS

Professor Michael McIntyre FRS

The Society is grateful for those bequests  
received, and to those who have contributed  
to the Campaign in memory of others.

Lady Appleton (deceased)

Mr Goran Billing (deceased) 

Professor William Burcham CBE FRS (deceased)

Mr Felton Downes (deceased)

Professor Walter Spear FRS (deceased)

Miss Margaret Tulloch (deceased)

Rink Bequest 

llustration of the moon 
taken from Selenographia, 
by Johannes Hevelius FRS 
(Danzig 1647).  
© The Royal Society
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The Royal Society

The Royal Society is a fellowship of 1400 outstanding 
individuals from all areas of science, engineering and 
medicine, who form a global scientific network of  
the highest calibre. The Fellowship is supported by  
a permanent staff of 145 with responsibility for the  
day-to-day management of the Society and its activities. 

In our 350th anniversary year and beyond, we are working  
to achieve five strategic goals:

• Invest in future scientific leaders and in innovation

• Influence policymaking with the best scientific advice 

• Invigorate science and maths education 

• Increase access to the best science internationally 

• Inspire an interest in the joy, wonder and excitement 
 of scientific discovery

Front cover image:
Pencil drawing of the Royal 
Society mace presented 
by King Charles II in 1663. 
Drawn by Mr Butterworth 
to illustrate Mr Herbert Rix’s 
(Assistant Secretary of the 
Royal Society) article in 
Leisure Hour magazine, 1896. 
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