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The scientific endeavour is one of the
crowning achievements of humankind,
contributing to our culture and civilisation
and to improving our quality of life. Over
the last three hundred and fifty years
the Royal Society has played a key role
in promoting science and the value of
science around the world.
It is our mission in the next five years to
build on that and to ensure that science
plays a central role in cultural and
economic life.
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Our purpose
The Royal Society is the national academy
of science in the UK. It is a self-governing
Fellowship of many of the world’s most
distinguished scientists. The Fellows and
Foreign Members, who include more than
80 Nobel laureates, are elected based on
the excellence of their scientific work and
it is from their expertise that we derive our
authority and our independence.

The Society facilitates interaction and
communication among scientists via its
discussion meetings, and disseminates
scientific advances through its journals.
The Society also engages beyond the
research community, through independent
policy work, the promotion of high quality
science education, and communication
with the public.

A major activity of the Society is identifying and
supporting the work of outstanding scientists.
The Society supports researchers through its
early and senior career schemes, innovation
and industry schemes, and other schemes.
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The challenges ahead
Scientific knowledge is a public good,
contributing profoundly to human culture
and leading to wide economic and social
benefits. Science, technology and innovation
are vital to improving health and the quality
of life and for economic growth.

The Society has developed the use of science
for the benefit of humanity, as seen today in
its engagement in global challenges such as
climate change, energy security, food and
water security, biodiversity, and poverty and
population growth. These environmental and
social pressures alter how people live and
the balance of the risks they face, prompting
consideration of a how a more inter-dependent
world is governed. These are all issues to
which science can make major contributions.
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Strategic plan 2012 – 2017
Following a period of consultation with our Fellows, Foreign Members and
others the Society is committed over the next five years to delivering on six
strategic priorities.
At the heart of our work are two underlying goals:
•	The promotion of high quality science
•	The provision of informed and objective scientific advice
Our strategic priorities are designed to help us achieve these goals through
the work of our Fellows, supported by a dedicated staff.
These priorities are:
• Promoting science and its benefits
• Recognising excellence in science
• Supporting outstanding science
• Providing scientific advice for policy
•	Fostering international and global cooperation
• Education and public engagement
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Our work
Promoting science and its benefits
The Society will work with all those doing
science in industry, the public sector and
universities to highlight the importance of
research to our health and wellbeing as well
as to our economic and social progress.
Scientific issues that the public care about
will be explored through themed programmes
of work including policy initiatives, discussion
meetings, publications, exhibitions and other
public events.
Recognising excellence in science
The Society will reward the excellence and
creativity of scientists no matter who they
are and where they are from, electing the
best to be Fellows or Foreign members and
giving awards to those scientists who are
making a major contribution to society.
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Supporting outstanding science
The society will fund more of the brightest and
best scientists who are already established
names or who are showing exceptional
promise. We will provide them with the
security to allow them more freedom to
follow their research passions.
We will be building on our support for
early career scientists offering them more
opportunities to pursue their work through
the Society’s networks. Our goal is to create
the next generation of scientific leaders such
as Nobel Prize winner Kostya Novoselov,
whether they remain in research or whether
they bring their skills to other parts of society.

Providing scientific advice for policy
Science is vital to many areas of government
policy making and the Society will be seeking
to ensure the government and the public
have access to impartial and independent
expert advice to inform debate and guide
good decision making.
The society will be seeking to involve the
public more directly in influencing our policy
work and we will be seeking a greater role in
responding to rapidly evolving, high public
interest, policy issues.
Fostering international and global cooperation
Science is an international activity and the
Society will be looking to strengthen our links
with academies, funders and governments
in Europe, the US and beyond as well as
supporting other countries who are building
their own scientific strength, particularly
in Africa.

Education and public engagement
The Society is committed to ensuring that
everyone has the opportunity to appreciate the
value of and engage with science, whether
through top quality formal education or
through other resources and events.
For those who can visit us in person, the
annual Summer Science Exhibition will
continue to give the general public a rare
opportunity to see cutting edge science
presented in an interactive way by the UK’s
leading scientists. For those who cannot,
the Society’s website will have an increasing
range of fascinating educational and fun ways
to find out more about the people and events
that are the history and the future of science.
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For further information

The Royal Society is a self-governing Fellowship of many of the world’s
most distinguished scientists drawn from all areas of science, engineering,
and medicine. The Society’s fundamental purpose, as it has been since
its foundation in 1660, is to recognise, promote, and support excellence
in science and to encourage the development and use of science for the
benefit of humanity.
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6 – 9 Carlton House Terrace
London SW1Y 5AG

The Society’s strategic priorities emphasise its commitment to the highest
quality science, to curiosity-driven research, and to the development and
use of science for the benefit of society. These priorities are:
• Promoting science and its benefits
• Recognising excellence in science
• Supporting outstanding science
• Providing scientific advice for policy
• Fostering international and global cooperation
• Education and public engagement

Founded in 1660, the Royal Society
is the independent scientific academy
of the UK, dedicated to promoting
excellence in science
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