
Obtaining permission for re-use of published or third-party material 
 

Figures from other publishers 
  
Any figure, text or table taken directly from a published source requires formal permission from the 
copyright holder. Note that the copyright holder isn’t always the publisher of the article – check the 
caption for the figure and the acknowledgements section. 
  
In some cases there will be a fee and in others this will be free. In all cases, the wording in the credit 
line must meet that required by the holder, which will be provided in a licence given to you by the 
holder. If the figure is exactly as previously published, the wording is likely to be something like 
‘From Smith (2019), used with permission from John Wiley and Sons’. If you have amended the 
figure at all it could be ‘Adapted from Smith (2019), with permission from John Wiley and Sons’. 
Please check with your editorial contact if you are unsure about what rights are required when 
seeking permission. Note that if you are publishing your article under an open access licence you will 
need to disclose this to the rights holder, and ensure that the wording in the credit line makes it 
clear whether the figure is also available under the OA agreement, or if copyright is withheld. 
  

Photographs and illustrations  
 
Photographs and professionally created illustrations often remain the copyright of the 
photographer/illustrator rather than the article publisher, so it is usually best to seek permission 
directly from the author of the paper or credited photographer/illustrator for these sorts of images. 
  

When permission isn’t required 
 
Taking data from a source and creating your own figure or table from that data does not need 
permission, though it is still good practice to acknowledge the source.  
  
If you are re-using material from your own paper, that was created by you, then you may be able to 
reuse this without clearing permission, but you would need to check with your original publisher. 
Even if doing this, you should credit the original source. If re-using third party material that you have 
used previously, even if permission was previously obtained, you must clear this again for each new 
publication and include the relevant credit line, rather than a link back to your previous publication.   
  
If the original source was published under a full open access (CC BY) licence then permission is not 
required to re-use material, though again credit should be given. Please check the licence terms 
carefully. 


