David Askew — Natural England and Defra EO
Centre of Excellence
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When | started my career as a field ecologist and environmental surveyor — | used methods of collecting data that
previous generations would have recognised.
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Now | would have a wealth of options created by the revolution in observing technol
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Earth Observation Centre of Excellencel
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To make the most of part of this revolution we have pooled expertise in Defra within an earth Observation Centre of Excellence. The challenges new
approaches such as this throw up are many. Expected ones include coping with increased new forms of and increased volumes of data. But challenges also
include asking us to re-imagine what we are lookingtorecord—wh at does ‘good’ really | oo kuttheélinigationswhpedous t r
observing technologies ? And what more could we realise if we combined approaches and technologies — DNA analysis and Erath Observation for example.




