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About Capital Science

Celebrating 350 Years

Capital Science is open to everyone, 
especially if you’re new to science.

As part of the celebrations for its 350th 
anniversary in 2010, the Royal Society 
has partnered with leading organisations, 
including some of the most renowned 
museums and galleries in London.

Through exhibitions, talks, conferences and 
workshops, our London partners will help us to 
celebrate the achievements of science and its impact 
on our wider culture.

This guide provides information about some of the 
different activities planned with our many anniversary 
partners in London.

For more information, please visit  
www.royalsociety.org/capital-science

The Royal Society is celebrating its 350th anniversary 
in 2010 with a year-long programme of activities 
across the UK and around the world.

Our anniversary programme includes exhibitions, 
debates, conferences and musical and artistic 
performances.

A major highlight of our anniversary year will be a 
spectacular nine-day Festival of Science held at  
the Southbank Centre in London from 26 June to  
4 July 2010.

Other elements include Local Heroes events and 
exhibitions throughout the UK and public lectures  
and debates at our premises in Carlton House Terrace 
in London.

For information on all our anniversary activities,  
please visit royalsociety.org/seefurther

Contents
Families: exhibitions, events and activities 4

Talks, lectures and symposia 8

More Capital Science highlights 18

Other anniversary activities 21

3



54

Science is something we can all enjoy.

We’re delighted that people of all ages and their families 
will be able to take part in celebrating science with us 
in 2010. 

Families: exhibitions,  
events and activities

Ocean Drifters: up close with plankton
Partner organisation: ZSL London Zoo

Date: February to December

Venue:  ZSL London Zoo, Outer Circle, Regent’s Park, 
London, NW1 4RY

Price:  Included in Zoo entry ticket price

Marine plankton are the unsung heroes of 
life on Earth but not many people realise how 
important they are and the serious threat they 
face from climate change.

This exhibition, featuring amazing close up 
plankton photography taken by Royal Society 
University Research Fellow Dr Richard Kirby, 
tells the story of their secret world. 

Come and immerse yourself in the ocean and 
see some of the equipment scientists use to 
study these remarkable creatures.

Dr Kirby will also deliver a free, evening 
lecture on the wonder of plankton at ZSL 
London Zoo on 2 June 2010.

For more information: www.zsl.org

Disease Detectives: a hands-on family workshop
Partner organisation:  Hunterian Museum at the 

Royal College of Surgeons

Date & times:  Wed 17 February,  
11am, 12.30pm and 2pm

Venue:   Hunterian Museum at the Royal College of 
Surgeons, 35-43 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London, 
WC2A 3PE

Price: Free

The Royal College of Pathologists, Centre of the 
Cell and the Hunterian Museum at the Royal 

College of Surgeons, present a one-day 
family workshop - Disease Detectives.

Working with practising pathologists and 
research scientists, young people will 
become Disease Detectives, find  

out how diseases are investigated, 
identified and cured, have the chance to use  
a microscope and make their own slides.

For more information: 
www.hunterianmuseum.org/events

London Landscapes
Partner organisation: London Transport Museum

Date & times:  13 – 24 February and 24 July – 31 August, 
12pm – 3pm

Venue:   London Transport Museum, 
Covent Garden Piazza, WC2E 7BB

Price:  Included in museum entry ticket price  
(Children under 16 admitted free to museum)

Discover how scientists and engineers 
have helped shape London’s ever-changing 
landscape.

In February, July and August 2010, families 
visiting London Transport Museum are being 
invited to reconstruct London on the museum’s 
model city, filling it with the tallest towers, 
strongest structures and brilliant bridges.  

Throughout July and August 2010, you can 
enrol in the Museum’s ‘Junior Engineering 
School’. Once you have completed the stages 
and collected all the stamps on your ‘Junior 
Engineering School’ passport, a special 
certificate will be presented to you.

For more information: www.ltmuseum.co.uk
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Café Scientifique: Back from Extinction
Partner organisation: Horniman Museum

Date & times: Thur 25 February, 7pm – 9pm  

Venue:   Horniman Museum, 100 London Rd, Forest Hill, 
London, SE23 3PQ

Price:  Free, but places are limited.  
Please book in advance by emailing  
marketing@horniman.ac.uk 
or call 020 8699 1872 ext 196

Should we bring back dinosaurs? What about 
a woolly mammoth? If scientists were able to 
recreate extinct animals, it might allow them to 
be studied to answer questions such as why 
they became extinct in the first place. But would 
it be right to try to do this?

Come along to the Horniman Museum’s Café 
Scientifique where a number of scientists will try 
to convince us to bring back an extinct creature. 
Ask questions, take part in the debate then vote 
for the creature you would like to resurrect!  
Suitable for adults and children aged 8+ 

Free refreshments available.

For more information:  
www.horniman.ac.uk/events

Families: exhibitions, events and activities

Halley’s Holidays family exhibition
Partner organisation:  National Maritime Museum and  

Royal Observatory, Greenwich

Date: May to September

Venue:   Royal Observatory, Blackheath Avenue, 
Greenwich, SE10 8XJ

Price: Free

Where should Halley the Spacecraft go for  
his holiday?

A new display in the Royal Observatory’s 
Astronomy Centre introduces children under  
eight years and their families to the science of  
the solar system!

The National Maritime Museum and Royal 
Observatory, Greenwich will programme  
further 350th anniversary events and activities 
during 2010. 

For more information: nmm.ac.uk

Shipshape Science Summer Fun!
Partner organisation: HMS Belfast and Institute of Physics

Date & times:  Saturdays – 31 July & 7 ,14, 21 August   
11am – 1pm & 2pm – 4pm

Venue:  HMS Belfast 
Morgan’s Lane, Tooley Street, London, SE1 2JH

Price:  Included in ticket entry price 
(Children under 16 admitted free.) 

HMS Belfast will be holding on board drop in 
family science workshops on four Saturdays 
during the summer holidays in 2010. They will 
be devised to complement and enhance the 
story of ship building being told in the on board 
exhibition Launch!, allowing visitors to explore 
for themselves some of the science behind 
ships in a fun and hands on way. 

For more information: www.iwm.org.uk 



Whether it’s art, archaeology, climate change or radar, 
there’s a topic for you in our diverse programme of 
Capital Science talks, lectures and symposia.

Talks, lectures & symposia

 Change in the Air: Science Museum 
Centenary Talk
Partner organisation:: Science Museum

Date & time:  Tue 9 March 
 Doors open 7pm – 7.30pm

Venue:  Science Museum, Exhibition Road, 
London, SW7 2DD

Price: £7 – To book your place, call 0870 870 4771

Listen to Professor James Lovelock FRS, 
world famous environmental scientist and 
author, and originator of the Gaia hypothesis, 
as he talks about his life and work in science. 

For more information:  
www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/Centenary
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See Further – science series at the British Museum
Partner organisation: The British Museum

Date: From 2 March to 20 July 

Venue:  The British Museum, Great Russell Street, 
London, WC1B 3DG

Price: Free

A season of science gallery talks, a lecture 
and an open lab in the museum, organised 
as part of celebrating the 350th anniversary 
of the Royal Society by the Department of 
Conservation and Scientific Research at the 
British Museum.

Gallery talks: Scientists and conservators 
from the museum will give regular talks in 
the galleries about their contribution to what 
is known about iconic objects in the British 
Museum collections, such as the Lewis chess 
pieces and the Rosetta Stone.

Gallery talks start at 1.15pm, last approximately 
45-50 minutes and will take place on: Tue 2 
March, Tue 9 March, Fri 26 March, Wed 7 April, 
Tue 20 April, Wed 5 May, Fri 14 May, Fri 28 May, 
Thur 3 June, Wed 16 June, Fri 2 July, Fri 9 July, 
Tue 20 July.

Sat 13 March, 11am – 4pm

See Further with Science Open Lab

The Great Court.

Scientists and conservators will present their 
research to the general public in the Great 
Court of the British Museum, re-creating, as 
far as possible, the work carried out in the 
museum’s laboratories.

Thur 22 April, 1pm – 2pm 

See Further with Science: Beneath the 
Surface of Objects

The Clore Centre of the British Museum.

A public lecture by Dr David Saunders, Keeper 
of the Department of Conservation and 
Scientific Research, looking at the scientific 
imaging methods used to examine objects.

For more information: closer to the time, for 
details of talk topics and venues, please visit 
www.britishmuseum.org and 
www.britishmuseum.org/whats_on/events_
calendar/full_events_calendar.aspx
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 The Lens of Life: a series of talks and lectures on 
the history of microscopy
Partner organisation:  The Hunterian Museum at The Royal College 

of Surgeons of England

Venue:  Lectures: Hunterian Museum at the Royal 
College of Surgeons, 35-43 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London, WC2A 3PE

To complement the exhibition Curious: the 
craft of microscopy by the artist Susanna 
Edwards, the Hunterian Museum has organised 
a series of talks and lectures on the history 
of microscopy, as illustrated by the work of 
Fellows of the Royal Society.

The Hunterian Museum has teamed up with 
London’s British Optical Association Museum, 
Benjamin Franklin House and Alexander 
Laboratory Museum to present three lunchtime 
lectures focusing on the work of three Fellows 
of the Royal Society, followed by an opportunity 
to visit one of the participating museums 
as part of an exclusive guided tour of the 
collections and spaces.

In addition, an evening lecture series at the 
Royal College of Surgeons of England will 
provide an overview of the importance of 
microscopy to medical science and to the  
work of the Royal Society from its foundation 
to the present day.

For more information: 
www.hunterianmuseum.org/events or  
for information and booking for all these 
events, call: 020 7869 6560.

Wed 10 March, 7pm

Lecture by Dr Allan Chapman of Wadham 
College, Oxford

An evening lecture on the life and work of 
Robert Hooke FRS.

Tickets cost £5

Thur 25 March, 1pm

Keeping it in the family: the Dollonds and 
microscopy

Neil Handley, Curator of the British Optical 
Association Museum.

Better known for their telescopes, how do 
the various opticians to have used the name 
Dollond fit into the history of microscopes?

Following the lecture, audience members can 
take a free tour of the historic British Optical 
Association Museum on:  
26 March, 1pm – 2pm;  
29 March, 11am – 12pm; or,  
30 March, 2pm – 3pm.

Free event but booking essential.  

Tue 20 April, 1pm

Blood under the microscope – 
William Hewson, an 18th century anatomist

Tania Kausmally, PhD research student at 
Benjamin Franklin House.

William Hewson FRS (1739-1774) has been 
named the father of haematology. At a time 
when many researchers still questioned the 
validity of the microscope in scientific research, 
he understood that it was by this instrument 

alone that the properties of the 
blood could be understood. 

Following this lecture, 
audience members can 

take a free tour of Benjamin 
Franklin House on: 

Mon 26 April, 12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 
3.15pm or 4.15pm.

Free event but booking essential

Wed 28 April, 7pm

Lecture by Professor Harold Ellis 
CBE, Emeritus Professor of Surgery, 
Guy’s, Kings and St. Thomas’s 
Hospitals

An evening lecture on Joseph Lister 
FRS and the influence of microscopy  

on surgery in the nineteenth century  
and beyond.

Tickets cost £5

Talks, lectures & symposia
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Tue 11 May, 7pm

Lecture by Professor Sir Peter Morris 
FRS, Professor of Surgery Emeritus at the 
University of Oxford and Director of the 
Centre for Evidence in Transplantation

An evening lecture looking at the vital role that 
microscopes played in the development of 
early transplant immunology treatments and 
the importance of microsurgery technologies in 
advancing organ and limb transplant surgery.

Tickets cost £5

Wed 12 May, 1pm

“Would you ever have thought such 
a thing possible?” Alexander 

Fleming and the FRS

Kevin Brown, archivist and 
curator of the Alexander 
Fleming Laboratory Museum.

As the expert on wound 
infections in the Great 
War and as the discoverer 
of the enzyme lysozyme, 
Alexander Fleming seemed 

to be a potential Fellow of 
the Royal Society. His mentor 

and Chief Sir Almroth Wright 
nominated him a number of 

times - unsuccessfully. It was not 
until 1943 when penicillin had achieved 

almost cult status as the wonder drug of the 
1940s that Fleming could no longer be ignored.  

Following this lecture there will be an 
opportunity to visit and take a tour of the 
Alexander Fleming Laboratory Museum on: 
13, 18 or 19 May, 2pm.

For more information:  
www.hunterianmuseum.org/events

 Rising to the Climate Challenge: Artists and 
Scientists Imagine Tomorrow’s World
Partner organisation: Tate 

Venue:  Starr auditorium, Tate Modern, Bankside, 
London, SE1 9TG

Tate and the Royal Society collaborate to bring 
together scientists and artists to imagine the 
social and psychological impacts of climate 
change. 

How do notions of adaptation, mitigation, 
and geo-engineering expand when artists and 
scientists listen to each other’s ideas? This 
science-art public forum uses the imagination 
to engage with the future of our planet.

Fri 19 March, 6.30pm – 8.45pm 

Screening of The Age of Stupid including 
discussion with a guest speaker.

Booking recommended

£5/£4 (conc)

Sat 20 March, 10.30am – 5pm

Public Symposium 
Rising to the Climate Challenge: Artists and 
Scientists Imagine Tomorrow’s World

The symposium programme includes 
presentations, panel discussions and breakout 
sessions. Audience members will have the 
opportunity to formulate propositions and 
questions to the speakers with the help of a 
group of facilitators.

Booking recommended

£13/£10 (conc) Special price including 
screening and symposium

£10 (Symposium only)/ 
£8 (conc Symposium only) 

For more information: www.tate.org.uk/
modern/eventseducation/symposia

Talks, lectures & symposia
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Inspired – a season of Nature Live talks as part of 
the Royal Society’s 350th anniversary
Partner organisation: Natural History Museum 

Date & times: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 20 April to  
 22 July, 2.30pm 
 Plus other events and activities at other  
 times throughout the year as part of the  
 Society’s anniversary celebrations. Please see  
 NHM website for more details.

Venue:   The Attenborough Studio, 
Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, 
London, SW7 5BD

Price:  Free 

Inspired – a season of talks about scientists at 
work in the Natural History Museum, including 

stories about Fellows of the Royal Society.

From David Attenborough documentaries 
to the discoveries of Charles 

Darwin or Charles Lyell, 
hear about the inspirations 
that led to NHM scientists’ 

dedicated study of nature.

www.nhm.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-
on/daily-events/nature-live

 Wren, Hooke and Willis: Divine geometry and 
natural design 
Partner organisation: Gresham College

Date & time: Tue 11 May, 6pm 

Venue:   The Museum of London, 150 London Wall, 
London, EC2Y 5HN

Price:  Free 

Professor Martin Kemp has written and 
broadcast extensively on imagery in art and 
science from the Renaissance to the present 
day. He has focused on issues of visualisation, 
modelling and representation and his research 
has involved the sciences of optics, anatomy 
and natural history.

His recent work embraces a wide range of 
artefacts from science, technology and the arts 
that have been devised to create models of 
nature and to articulate the human relationship 
with the physical world.

For more information: www.gresham.ac.uk

Radar and HMS Belfast – an evening history talk
Partner organisation: HMS Belfast & The Imperial War Museum

Date & time: Thur 8 July, 7pm

Venue:  HMS Belfast, Morgan’s Lane, Tooley Street, 
London, SE1 2JH

Price:  £15 
£12 for Friends of IWM and concessions

Naval historian, Professor Eric Grove of Salford 
University, will give an evening history talk on 
board HMS Belfast, covering the subject of 
radar and the contribution that scientists made 
to its development.

During the Second World War, naval 
warfare was transformed by the advent and 
increasing use of radar. HMS Belfast was 
active throughout this period and provides an 
excellent backdrop to an evening exploring the 
dynamics and the extent of this transformation.

For more information: www.iwm.org.uk

Benjamin Franklin House Annual Symposium 
Partner organisation:  Benjamin Franklin House and  

The Eccles Centre for American Studies  
at the British Library

Date & time: Mon 20 September, 6.30pm

Venue:  Eccles Centre, The British Library 

Price:   Tickets available from Benjamin Franklin House: 
£8 Adults/ £5 Concessions and Friends

Professor Brian Cox, particle physicist and 
Royal Society University Research Fellow, will 
give the Benjamin Franklin House Symposium 
in 2010.

Professor Cox is a member of the High Energy 
Physics group at the University of Manchester 

and works on the ATLAS experiment at 
the Large Hadron Collider, CERN near 

Geneva, Switzerland.

For more information: 
www.BenjaminFranklinHouse.org

Talks, lectures & symposia



1716

 Special Gresham lecture to mark the 350th 
anniversary of the Royal Society
Partner organisation:  Gresham College & The City of London 

Corporation

Date & time: Thur 30 September, 6pm

Venue:  Great Hall, Guildhall, Gresham Street,  
 London, EC2V 7HH

Price:   Free, but reservations required. Tickets 
available from Gresham College, Barnard’s Inn 
Hall, Holborn, London, EC1N 2HH

Celebrated author Bill Bryson will give a lecture 
in the Great Hall at the Guildhall in honour of 
the 350th anniversary of the Royal Society.

Bill Bryson is the internationally bestselling 
author of many books, including Mother 
Tongue, Notes from a Big Country, The Life 
and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid and A Short 
History of Nearly Everything, which was 
shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson Prize, 
won the Aventis Prize for Science Books in 
2004 and was awarded the Descartes Science 
Communication Prize in 2005.  

This event is generously sponsored by the  
City of London Corporation.

For more information: 
Telephone 020 7831 0575 
or e-mail enquiries@gresham.ac.uk 

 The Curious Brain in the Museum – 
The 2010 Henry Cole Lecture
Partner organisation:  The Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A)

Date & time: Thur 18 November, 7pm

Venue:  V&A, South Kensington, London, SW7 2RL

Price:  £5

Leading developmental psychologist and self-
confessed “museum addict”, Professor Uta 
Frith FRS, will give the 2010 Henry Cole lecture 
at the Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A).

Uta Frith is Emeritus Professor of Cognitive 
Development at University College London and 
Research Foundation Professor at the Faculties 
of Humanities and Health Sciences, University 
of Aarhus, Denmark. She has pioneered many 
areas of current research in autism and dyslexia 
and has written many books on these issues, 
including Autism: Explaining the Enigma.

For more information: www.vam.ac.uk

Talks, lectures & symposia
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Further Capital Science events are being programmed –  
the following are a selection of highlights.

Please go to our website royalsociety.org/capital-science 
and our partners’ websites for information about these 
and other events during 2010.

More Capital Science 
highlights
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 Science and the history of the Tower of 
London and the Royal Society – talk in 2010
Partner organisation:  The Royal Armouries 

(at The Tower of London)

Date: Thur 28 January 

Venue:  The Tower of London, EC3N 4AB

Price: Free

There is an impressive list of Royal Society 
Fellows linked to The Tower of London.

The Royal Armouries intends to look at 
a selection of these prominent figures 
throughout the Tower’s history, as part 
of uncovering the various roles that the 
iconic London landmark has played during 
the Society’s lifetime and developing an 
understanding of how science and scientists 
have influenced the Tower.

For more information:  
www.royalarmouries.org 
Contact 020 3166 6660

Choral Evensong
Partner organisation: Westminster Abbey

Date & time: Thur 4 March, 5pm

Venue: Westminster Abbey, London, SW1P 3PA

Price: Free

Choral Evensong at which the President of the 
Royal Society, Martin Rees, will give a reading.

The service will be followed by a wreath laying 
at the memorial to Robert Hooke FRS. 

For more information:  
www.westminster-abbey.org

 Open House Weekend and  
The Royal Society Exhibition
Date: 18 and 19 September 

Venue:  The Royal Society, 6-9 Carlton House Terrace, 
London, SW1Y 5AG

Price: Free

The Royal Society will be participating in 
Open House weekend, the capital’s biggest 
architecture festival.

In association with the anniversary year, a 
range of science and engineering themed 
events will be programmed over the Open 
House weekend.

Members of the public will also be able to visit 
the Royal Society’s London premises and view 
a special exhibition, The History of the Royal 
Society, 1660-2010, which will be on display 
from June to November 2010. 

The exhibition will include treasures such 
as the manuscript of Sir Isaac Newton’s 
Philosophiae Naturalis Principia Mathematica, 
portraits of Fellows and instruments used by 
Sir Christopher Wren FRS, Captain James Cook 
FRS and others.

For more information: openhouse.org.uk
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Science, religion and politics: The Royal Society
Partner organisation: National Portrait Gallery 

Date: Sat 11 September to Sun 5 December

Venue:  Room 6, National Portrait Gallery, St Martin’s 
Place, London, WC2H 0HE

Price: Free 

A 350th anniversary portrait display will 
commemorate the founding of the Royal 
Society in 1660.

Through a display of portraits of founder 
members and early Fellows of the Royal 

Society, including 
Christopher Wren, Samuel 
Pepys, John Evelyn and Isaac 
Newton, this presentation 
will consider the broad 
concept of “science” and the 
great variety of scientists in 
the later seventeenth century.  
The relationship of science 
with religion and the place 
of science in Restoration 
society will also be a focus of 
this display. 

For more information:  
www.npg.org.uk

Poems on the Underground
In recognition of the Society’s 350th anniversary, Poems on the 
Underground has selected six poems offering reflections on the 
subject of science.  These will appear in tube carriages across all 
London Underground lines in February and March 2010.

For more information:  
www.poetrysoc.com/go/poemsontheunderground

More Capital Science highlights

Festival of Science
Southbank Centre, Belvedere Road, 
London, SE1 8XX 
26 June to 4 July

A spectacular festival of science will be taking place at the 
Southbank Centre during the summer of 2010.

The Society and the Southbank Centre are organising a unique 
celebration of science and culture. The festival will include:

•  An enhanced version of the Society’s annual Summer 
Science Exhibition, featuring scientists and engineers at the 
forefront of the UK’s research activities.

•  Talks, debates, performances and activities for young 
people and families.

•  Installations demonstrating collaborations and interactions 
between science and art.

•  Science-themed music, film, comedy and dance.

For more information, please go to royalsociety.org/seefurther

Other anniversary activities

Capital Science is just one of the many highlights of our 
350th anniversary year programme.

Don’t miss these other exciting activities in 2010!

John Evelyn by Robert Walker, 1648 
© National Portrait Gallery, London
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Royal Society  
Local Heroes
at venues across the UK in 2010

Across the UK we will be 
celebrating your local scientific 
heroes – the pioneers, mavericks 
and geniuses, who have 
changed the way we live and  
see the world.

Over seventy organisations are 
participating, including eleven 
within London itself, and there  
will be hundreds of events and  
activities ranging from  
exhibitions and talks to family  
fun days and interactive  
workshops.

royalsociety.org/local-heroes 

Public talks and debates 
at Carlton House Terrace 
in London
Every year, the Society runs 
a diverse and engaging 
programme of public lectures, 
debates and library talks at its 
premises in 6-9 Carlton House 
Terrace (5 minutes walk from 
Piccadilly and Charing Cross). 
The vast majority are free and 
open to all to attend.

royalsociety.org/events

Other anniversary activities

SEEING FURTHER:  
The Story of Science  
and the Royal Society
published by HarperPress, £25

Edited and introduced by Bill 
Bryson with contributions from 
Richard Dawkins, Margaret 
Atwood, Martin Rees, Steve 
Jones, James Gleick amongst 
others, this lavishly illustrated 
book tells the story of science 
and the Royal Society, from 
1660 to the present. At 
the forefront of scientific 
exploration and discovery since its foundation, the Royal 
Society's momentous history and achievements are celebrated 
in a unique volume bringing together the very best of science 
writing. Available from all major bookshops.

www.harpercollins.co.uk

Trailblazing
Trailblazing is a free online, interactive timeline celebrating 
three and a half centuries of scientific endeavour. Presenting a 
virtual journey through science and history, it showcases sixty 
fascinating and inspiring articles selected from an archive  
of more than 60,000, published by the Royal Society between  
1665 and 2010.

royalsociety.org/trailblazing

Sir Hans Sloane FRS (1660-1753)
In 2010, Chelsea Physic Garden, The 
Old Operating Theatre Museum and 
Herb Garret and the Royal College of 
Physicians of London are celebrating 
Sloane’s life, travels and discoveries.
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