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Robinson was soon enlisted to help in finding and transcribing manuscripts in the Society's 

possession. 
123 Notes and Record," 1 (April 1938), l. 

124 'The Society'S Library', Notes and Records 1,21-27, signed C.S.S., i.e. Sherrington. 
125 Notes and Records 1 (1938), 92-95, and 2 (1939), 68-70. Volume 3 consisted of no. 

(April 1940) and no. 2 (September 1941) after which publication was suspended until 1946; 

wartime exigencies made Vol. 3 no. 2 mainly historical in content. 

126 Unfortunately, nothing further appears in the Library Committee minutes about these 

manuscripts, of which the Newton items were offered by Francis Edwards; the Banks 

manuscripts were offered for £5, which was thought so excessive that it was decided to offer 

only £2! 

127 Notes and Records 3 (April 1940), 7l. 

128 The Central Register involved the listing and allocation of skilled men to appropriate 
wartime jobs. See also Notes and Records 3, 107. 

129 The London Mathematical Society had been in chronic financial difficulties for a number 

of years, a situation only altered by a substantial bequest from G.H. Hardy (1877-1947; 

F.R.S. 1910). By 1950 the L.M.S. had recovered as regards books but the Royal Society'S 

purchase of mathematical periodicals continued for some time. (See Library Conunittee 

Minutes for 3 July 1957.) 

130 See The Record of the Royal Society 4th ed. Supplement (in preparation 1992), Chapter 5, 

for details of acquisitions, 1940-1989. 

131 The first volume (1959) was edited by H.W. Turnbull, who in his preface paid tribute to 

the work of Robinson and 'other members of the staff'. Subsequent volumes were edited 

successively by Turnbull, J.F. Scott and A. Rupert Hall and Laura Tilling. 
132 See Edward Salisbury, 'TIle Retirement of Mr I. Kaye Librarian to the Society', Notes and 

Records 27 (1972), 165. Kaye was a reserved, self-contained and correct man, not without 

a secret dry sense of humour who, in spite of the fact that he had not, unlike Hastings White 

and H.W. Robinson, grown up with the books, soon became thoroughly conversant with 

the Library and worked hard to maintain its catalogues and its manuscripts. 

133 See R.K. Bluhm, 'A Guide to the Archives of the Royal Society and to other Manuscripts 

in its Possession', Notes and Records 12 (1956), 21-39; the prehistory of this work is 

described in a preliminary 'Note by the Editor' [of the journal], pp. 21-22. 

134 This reclassification marked the end of the cent uries-old system of fixed shelf location. The 

headings were mainly those of the then Sectional Committees of the Society, that is, broad 

scientific divisions. Those in use in 1981 are listed (p.viii) in each of the five volumes of 

the 1981 Book Catalogue. 
135 British National Committees (founded in 1966) were intended 'to advise Council on policy 

with regard to ICSU'; they included one for the history of science, medicine and technology. 

This latter committee later assessed applications for grants for research in the subjects of 

its title. These conunittees were abolished in 1989, and the history of science committee 

replaced by the History of Science Grants Committee. 

136 From 1983, 'before 1900' became 'before 1950', as noted in the Library Committee minutes 

for 19 October 1983; the division was established by the Library Committee on 2 December 
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1975. 'The preservation of manuscripts' was to include microfilming. In 1982 (22 July) the 
Committee recommended the preservation of certain journals on microfiche 'in order to 
save stafftime, library space and binding costs'. 

137 The majority of these for 1940-1989 are listed in The Record o/the Royal Society, 4th ed. 
Supplement, (in preparation 1992) Chapter 5. 

138 See also Library Committee minutes for 30 March 1987, and for the report of the Working 
Group on Archives Policy, see minutes for 10 October 1988. 

139 She had previously been Head of Business Information in the British Library, Science 
Reference and Infonnation Service. 
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